VOLUME II. 


ET TER N. 
Miss Mus GRAVE to Miſs BEVERL V. 


E RE, it not for an eager deſire, and a longing 
expectation to know the ſequel of the fair Spa- 
ntard's hiſtory, your ladyſhip might be aſſured of re- 
ceiving my chaſtiſement. — \W hat becauſe I have not 
fo large a field wherein to expatiate and exerciſe my pen, 
- muſt I be accuſed of inſipid nothingneſs ?—really, Sylvia, 
this is almoſt paſt ſufferance — ou might well ſuppoſe 
I ſhould toſs up my little ſaucy face (theſe are your words 
believe) _ ſay, What airs of importance this girl 
gives herſelf! En Verite, child, you were nearly right; 
ſomething of that kind did happen, I aſſure you z—but 
you were ſenſible how much you deſerved my contempt, 
and could, therefore, give a ſhrewd gueſs how it would 
be expreſſed. 

Now have Ja great 3 to conclude, juſt at 
this period, without imparting an occurrence I have 
met with, that may claim ſome attention from your im- 
portant la dyſbip— Ay, ay! now comes my turn for 
ſuppoſing, Sylvia,—as, methiaks, I can hear you ſay, 
(knowing how fond you are of adventures) * Do, my 
ſweet friend, excuſe the natural impetuoſity of my tem- 
per this once, and I will promiſe to be more humble for 
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the future,” Well, child, in conſideration of this be- 
ing your firſt offence, Iwill extend my wonted compaſ- 
ſion and forgive you; but no more of ſuch daring in- 
ſults on my inimitable performances, or, if you repeat 


them, expect utter neglect; and my ſilence ſhall be your 


uniſhment !|—T'k:1s threat I deſire you will receive with 


all proper ſubmiſſion no murmuring for emember 


what the pathetic Doctor X oung ſay 


C Lorenzo, to recriminate is juſt,” 


Lypia Trueman, I affure you, Sylvia; merits a 


much higher elogium than your farcaſtic lady{hip was 


pleaſed to honour her with: II diſcover new perfec- 


tions at every interview :—dhe is my conſtant compa- 
nion, as often as J can ſteal from my accompliſhed mo- 


ther and ſiſter, who frequently rally me on my grovel- 
ing connection! you know that is a favourite word with 


Lady Suſan, who thinks it expreſſes a juſt diſdain for 
ſuch objects as ſhe eſteems low and contemptible.— 
What a pity it is, Sylvia, that ſuch elevated ideas 
ſhould ever deſcend from their exalted throne, and be 
levelled infinitely beneath thoſe they pretend to degrade. 
But this is talking in parables, you will ſay zutterly 


incomprehenſible !—W hy, I acknowledge it requires 


conſiderable-penetration, and, I ſuppoſe, you will hard- 


ly believe Lady Suſan to be the perſon meant in this 
enigmatical preamble but ſo ſhe really is, on my 


word, Sylvia, if there be truth in artleſs innocence. —I 
now no longer wonder at Papa's diſquiet, though I do 
not apprehend he knows the leaſt of a ſecret I am goin 


to repoſe in the boſom of my friend. Her viſible love 


of admiration, when engaged in the buſy world, joined 
to the diſcovery I have now made, occaſions me tofear, 
that a very ſhort time will behold him the moſt wretched 
huſband that can poſſibly be imagined. 

You may remember, in my laſt, I mentioned Papa's 
propoſal of our viſiting Bath;—of this circumſtance I 
was informed Lydia, during one of our. morning ram- 
bles, who, on a ſudden, ſaid “ Bath! Miſs Emily!“ 
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with ſuch emotion as ſurprized me: —yet, willing uf So 
know the reaion, I pretended not to regard her repcat-{Wſuficie 
ing the word with io much energy, but rallied her Heard 
ſaving Av, why not Lydia! what, 1 ſuppoſe vou 
father has implanted in your boſom, an | equal det« iti on w. 
tion for that region ot pleaſure and amuſement, as for ours, 
the capital?” own d 
« War, indeed, Miſs Muſgrave, (replied the goo! 141 
girl) I believe the diflipation that reigns at both, is of- : Dearec 
ten productive of many diſagreeable circumſtances; o Lo 
but does Lady Suſan propoſe going?“ —< Undoubtecd. Moſitic 
ly: (anfwered I) it was entirely with an intent ty Wii, 

amuſe her Ladvſhip that Papa mentioned it ;—but wh We ven 
that queſtion ? Lydia; do you apprehend any doubt ef rhen 
ner ready conſent to a propoſal ſo agrecable to her na- bem 
tural love of gaiety?“ firm 
HERE, with an <xpreffive ſhake of the head, ſhe re- We 
turned,“ It is nut tor me, Miſs Muſgrave, to 1nh)- 5 ate ne 
nuate any thoughts reſpecting her ladyſhip' 5 inclination ; . which 
but, as I ſee that my having repeated the name of Batu Mavow: 
with involuntary ſurpriſe, has occaſioned you to Sree Het 
hend there may be ſome concealed reaſon,—-] muſt tue - 
ſpeak my thoughts more freely; and J confeſs, that fl Sure 1 
were Lady Suſan, that place, "of all others, ſhould be | emoti 
the laſt I would viſit ; eſpecially as ſhe is, at this time, * 
the wife of Sur Robert Muſgrave. ere ſhe pauſed—| | muſt 
and her words filled me with ſuch alarming fears, that | Wot vir 
begged her to unriddle the leeming myſtery, and in- Wtruth 
form me what ſhe knew concerning her ladythip ; pro- but: 


miſing, at the ſame time, to keep the ſecret with ſuch Mfore ] 
diſcs ction, that * 65 ſhould have no reaſon to accuſe hat- Matter 
ſelf for imparting it to me. | T 

THE poor girl, with all the appearance of modeſt in he 
diffidence, raiſing her eyes, ſaid, with a becoming Iſhe t. 
bluſh, © The friendſhip you have been pleaſed to ho-“ 
nour me with, dear Miſs Emily, demands my mo a ref 
grateful tribute of acknowledgment; and, to prove F pear: 
myſelf aſſured of your obliging promiſe, not to revea! I but 
what, as yet, remains inviolable, except to my fat be: thy 
and myſelf, I will relate what you deſire to hear,” 
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So faying, we ſeated ourſelves on the ſide of a bank, 
W:Aiciently retired from a poſſibility of being over- 
Nneard, and Lydia began as follows: 
8 < In the 10 illneſs of Sir Jaſper Arundel, my father 
Won whom the baronet was pleaſed to confer many fa- 
Fours, and repoſe much confidence) conſtantly, by his 
own deſire, attended him. 
= ©< DURING this melancholy period, Lady Suſan ap- 
{cared totally unconcerned ; making frequent excurſions 
o London, and ſeeming utterly regardleſs of the indiſ- 
Poſition and viſible decline of him, whom her duty 
. Should have obliged to attend as much as poſlible Let 
ien for this neglect ſome palliation may be urge, 
ren we reflect that the inequality of years between 
N them was nearly thirty; which, joined to the Baronet's 
nfirmities, rendered their union incompatible: —but 
re- though ſuch a diſparity might in ſome meaſure extenu- 
{1 Mate neglect, yet it could not excuſe a fall from virtue, 
n; rhich her Ladyſhip ſtands acculed of, from the dying 
I Kvowal of the Baronet.” 
re- Here I could not help 3 « Fall from vir- 
with tue !—for heaven's ſake, Lydia, recall the word 
if! fure it cannot be!“ — The worthy girl perceiving my 
be emotion, ſaid,— 
ne, Ak, Miſs Emily, I am certain ſuch a declaration 
— mt found harſh and unpleaſing to one ſuſceptible only 
ok virtuous ſentiments ;—ſorry am I, that undiſſembled 
in- truth obliges me to be the relator of this circumſtance ; 
but you inſiſted on a candid information, which there- 
fore I muſt give, or you will have cauſe, perhaps, here- 
after to accuſe me with deceiving you.“ 

THERE was ſuch an appearance of honeſt frankneſs 
leſt Hin her manner, that I begged her to proceed, which 
ins Mihe then did as follows: 

10- © Ons evening, Sir Jaſper having juſt awoke fron; 
©: = refreſhing ſlumber, aſked for his lady, with the ap- 
ve pearance of a fond expettation that ſhe was preſent ; - 

ca; WW but on my father's anſwering in the negative,.the wor- 


ic: thy old gentleman e greatly diſturbed, ſaying, 


2 
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Unkind imprudent woman! what, does ſhe think much 
of waiting a few days only ?—yes, Trueman, a fey, 
very few, muſt return thy maſter to his original duſt. 
Ungrateful Lady Suſan, is it thus you repay my unme. 
rited forgiveneſs when I ſurpriſed you with your gullty 
paramour at Bath ?—Oh Trueman! purſued Sir Jab. 
per, you little know what I have ſuffered from that 
adulterous wanton ;—if my ſtrength will permit I wil 
tell thee all, that I may be juſtified as to the binding 
ſituation in which J intend to leave her, fo ſhall ſhe 
hardly have it in her power to render another as wretch- 
ed as I am, ; 

«Tur laſt time I was at Bath, I heard loud whi. 
pers concerning her openly receiving the addreſſes of 
one Captain Morton,—a fellow aſſuming the military 

title, though regarded by moſt of the penetrating at 
that place, only as a noted gambler, deſtitute of the 


ou! 
ſeaſt merit; yet a volublity of common-place gallan- 2h 
try, uttered with all the effrontery of Hibernian aſſu— in re 
rance, too often introduced him to the moſt faſhionable 80 
ſocieties, among whom my imprudent Lady Suſan tion 
was the moſt ready to liſten. to him; but when firſt cont 
cautioned to beware of this illiterate, arrogant fellow, | ca 
{ could give no credit to the inſinuation; ſor though the 
ſenſible ſhe loved admiration and applauſe, yet I could ons. 
not fink her ſo low in my eſteem, as to harbour the ing 
caſt ſuſpicion againſt ſo abject a wretch as Morton. But cid 
rouſed at length by the general voice, I was determined bec 
to be on the watch, and by a little ſtratagem aQually val 


. firpriſed them in a ſituation too flagrant to admit of 
tarther incredulity. | 3 

« 'THE villain ſoon eſcaped my vengeance, and, as 
{ afterwards heard, (like a thorough-paced coward) 
left Bath immediately. Rſy imprudent wife remained, 
whom, vou may be aſſured, I upbraided in ſuch terms 
as her offence merited: but ſhe having recourſe to the 
arts and inſinuations of her ſex, ſcftened, by a well- 
aſſembled penitence, and a ſhew of fondneſs, my de- 
t:rmined rigour —and in leſs than an hour J preſſed 


" 
— 


n e 
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De lovely, deceitful Lady Suſan to my boſom ; inſtead 
Ie what, in juſtice to myſelf, I ſhould have done, —ba- 
W:\hed her for ever. 
„ We left Bath, by my deſire, the day following, 
Peing fearful of thoſe malignant whiſpers ſcandal ever 
Belights in. N 3 | 
| «© Tris (continued Sir Jaſper) is the truth of that 
hateful affair —and, oh! Trueman! how little does 
ſhe- deſerve that forgiveneſs which I beſtowed in the 
hour of her pretended contrition In my will, (which 
was made in thoſe happy hours, when I believed her 
mind beauteous as her form) I have bequeathed her ſole 
miſtreſs of my fortune, but I am now determined to tye 
her down to ſuch conditions, as may hinder another- 
| fond believing huſband from being impoſed upon as I 
have been; for which purpoſe, Trueman, I inſiſt that 
you procure, by to-morrow noon, perſons proper to 
| execute and witneſs ſuch alterations as I intend to make 
in reſpect to this ungrateful woman, 
„Bor alas! (continued Lydia) whether the agita- 
| tion with which the mind of Sir Jaſper then laboured, 
contributed to augment his illneſs, or what other cauſe 
cannot determine, but in leſs than two hours after 
the above recital, he was ſeized with violent convulſi- 
ons, became ſpeechleſs and inſenſible, and before morn- 
ing paid the irrevocable debt to Nature; by which ac- 
cident the will remained as firſt made, and her Ladyſhi 
became ſole executrix and poſſeſſor of the Baronet's 
vaſt fortune.” _ : Do 
HERE did Lydia conclude her alarming detail, which 
you may be ſure, Sylvia, occaſioned in me an infinite 
ſurprize; for though fearful her Ladyſhip had, by her 
apparent love of admiration, given cauſe for ſlight cen- 
ſures, yet I could not ſuſpeR her of ſo open a violation 
againſt the laws of virtue, 1: on 
Now could I almoſt be tempted to turn moraliſt, and 
endeavour to cxpatiate, with becoming dignity, on hu- 
man frailties, but as I am certain the ſubje& would be 
greatly ſuperior to my abilities, I ſhall deſiſt, and leave 


DST 


— 


the important theme for a more able pen ;—yet I cu 
_ Suſan's viſible ſatisfaction at our intended tour to Bath, 


that ought to be the laſt place ſhe ſhould viſt. 
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not help obſerving, how much I am aſtoniſhed at Lad 


tor, as Lydia obſerves, (unleſs loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame 

VET perhaps ſhe imagines, that time and abſeiy 
has entirely buried in oblivion the remembrance of he 
indiſcretion; but, alas! unleſs the waters poſſeſs th, 
forgetful quality of Lethe, ſuch a hope, I much fear, 
will be fruitleſs; —as ſcandal ever delights in expoſing 
our frailties in ſo complete a manner, that neither tim 
nor abſence can obliterate them from the copious m- 
mory of the blackening fiend ! | 

You ſee, Sylvia, I am aQtually become immod:- 
rately grave; and ſhould I not haſte to conclude, | 


might weary you with ſolemn remarks and. moralizine 


ſentiments; neither of which, as I before obſerved, ar: 
in the leaſt ſuited to my volatile inclination :—but as | 
would fain ſay ſomething expreſſive of my opinion of 
Lady Suſan's crime, receive the following lines of ho- 


neſt Natt. Rowe. 


Too late, alas! her fault ſhe may deplore, } 
Too late look back to what ſhe was before, 
She ſets, like ſtars that fall, to riſe no more. \ 


 Emity MusSGRavse, 


„ LETTER AIXX. 
Miſs BeveRLY to Miſs Mus GRAVE. 


Is it poſſible, Emily? can it be? can Lady Sufan ac- 

tually deſerve the odious character given by Lydia 
'Frueman ?—Be not too credulous, nor yield implicit 
faith to ſo cruel an aſſertion; — certainly, was there the 
leaſt truth in the calumny, her Ladyſhip could never 
think of returning to a place, where, as you obſerve, 
ſcandal reigns; and which, on her appearance, would 
revive the topic of her fatal indiſcretion.— Pardon me, 


Emily, —but I muſt own I. cannot credit the tale, tho 


W 


ns for 


\crcf0 10 
my | 


ith the 


\(elf 


ellham 


Jivia, 


4 . 


ingdon 
hency, 


nonths 
bly ha 
plunged 
and m: 
tence | 
« N 
James 
ther's 
grand 
his eq 
returT 
obſer? 
with. 
a ſiſte 
cc 


ſole | 
quiſn! 
whe! 
Catic 
perl 
men 
mar 

00 

chil 

ſion 

dug 

. 


ft 


TRE ANCHOR ET. 95 
Did by—“ artleſs Innocence.” —l could urge ſome rea- 
Ins for my ditbeltef, but the taſk I have impoſed on 

(ſelf will not permit me to dwell on other ſubjects; 

icrefore I ſhall continue fair Clara's hiſtory.—I think, 

; my laſt, I left her juſt arrived at the houſe of Mr. 

ellham ; where (ſaid our heroine) I. was received 

ith the greatelſſ politeneſs by the parents of my friend, 
livia, 

« THE obliging reception [ met with in this new 

ingdom, greatly contributed to alleviate my deſpon- 
lency, and I remained in this worthy family for ſome 
nonths, inheriting more tranquility than I could poſſi- 
bly have expected; when an event happened, that 
plunged me again into the moſt diſagreeable ſituation, 
and made me conclude, the avenging rod of Omnipo- 
tence had not yet ceaſed to chaſtiſe me. 

« NEAR a year after my reſidence in England, Mr. 
James Pellham, brother to Olivia, arrived at lit fa - 
ther's from making (what is ſtiled in England) the 
grand tour— had heard much of this gentleman from 
his equally fond parents and ſiſter, who rejoiced at his 
return, and expreſſed the utmoſt delight ; which being 


4 


obſerved by me, I was willing to appear equally pleaſed 


with my obliging friends, and welcomed him alſo with 
a ſiſter's affection, 

« 'Tyis young gentleman being an only ſon, and 
ſole heir to a conſiderable eſtate, had received every re- 
quiſite accompliſhment to ſhine in the exalted ſphere 
wherein Fortune had placed him: A moſt liberal edu- 
cation was, however deemed inſufficient, unleſs pro- 
perly finiſhed by travel ;—which laſt part of improve- 
ment, I much fear, has been ſincerely regretted by 
many indulgent parents, (of England! in particular) who 
too often find, that inſtead of a valuable addition to their 
childrens morals; too often theſe faſhionable tours occa- 
lon them to ſwerve from that reQitude which they 
ought to preſerve. 


„ 'FH1s remark was evident in Mr. Pellkam, who 
6 


l, 
l 


eſt his native land with every pleaſing appearance of 
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rectly oppoſite. 


umph over my (tas 


2 „1„%„K»Kͤ —— — — 


begged his almighty aid to free me from the threatened 


bo 


enſatic 
COM 
Wilage 
d her 
etwec 
rote 
lon, a 
air fie 


ſocial virtue; — but, alas ! returned with principles { 


„wirr not dwell on every minute circumſtato 
but only obſerve, that an inordinate love of intrig, 
(which, I apprehend, he had freely indulged in the e 
kingdoms he had viſited) was his moſt prevailing foih} 
and which he was pleaſed to exerciſe againſt the unhy 


py Clara. 


> © NUMEROUS were the inſinuations he uſed, to © 
fe& his crucl purpoſe ; notwithſtanding which, he HH ſhoul 
art enough to conceal, from his parents and ſiſter, und em 
feaſt of his deſigns My behaviour to him, evercdicave : 
and reſerved, at length irritated him ſo highly, that on bad o 


evening, finding me alone, he had the effrontery io ren 
threaten me with putting a deſign in execution, which |{Mlcls le) 
he aſſured me he had logg intended; ſaying, with n{Wevery 
inſulting ſhew of ſuc/ that he ſhould then ſoon tri. but ! 
virtue, and oblige me toi viour, 
more ſubmiſſive Manor. Res anxie 
„ In vain I arFued on his infamous intent, calling ü gteca 
the greateſt breach of hoſpitality, aud concluded, by 5 
threatening to diſcloſe the Whole to his parents and ſiſter, I nero! 
He remained unmoved either at my threats or ſpplica-M my fi 
tions, but left me in a rage, ſwearing, that let what hic 
would be the conſequence, he would follow his deſign MW did 1 
and force me to compliance, ever. 
* I was no ſooner alone, than I threw myſelf on Mr. 
my knees before that Power I had formerly ſo much of- is 
fended; acknowledged the juſtice of my ſuffering, yet 


daug 
fer 
girl, 
nea! 


danger, | 

« GRATITUDE to the parents and ſiſter of this dar- 
ing youth, forbade me to diſturb their repoſe, by in- Lal 
forming them of his inſulting uſage; I therefore reſolved, I fd 
after mature conſideration, to leave their hoſpitable I tion 
manſion, and retire to ſome ſequeſtered retreat, as the Ve) 


moſt effectual means to avoid his cruel determination,— We. 
For this intent, I made a confidant of a young woman Il in! 


who waited on me. — This girl poſleſſed many tender I © 
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enſations, and ſoon promiſed me her aſſiſtance She 


(commended me to her mother, who lived at a ſmall 


Tillage in the moſt retired part of Berkſhire :—l return- 


d her my ſincere acknowludgments, and it was agroed 


Petween us, that on her mother's anſwer to a letter ſhe 


rote for that purpoſe, I ſhould immediately leave Lon- 
lon, and ſeek an aſylum in the humble cottage of goody 
Fairfield. 0 

« My thoughts were now prinęipally employed how 
I ſhould account for my flight to Mr. and Mrs, Pellham, 
and my friend Olivia z—at length, I was determined to 
cave a letter, intimating, that an unforeſeen accident 
had occaſioned my abrupt departtire, and obliged me 
to remain in ſecret, that my rigid fortune might prove 
I ſevere, —'T his I accordingly did, exprefling, with 
every teſtimony of gratitude, my infinite obligations; 
but I forebore the leaſt mention of Mr, Pellham's heha- 
viour, fearful of wounding their friendly hoſoms with the 
anxiety they would have felt at a relation of the diſa- 
recable truth, | 

« THz thouſand pounds I had received from the ge- 
nerous Madame de Beaumont, I had, by the advice of 
my friend, placed in the public funds; the intereſt of 
which little fum was all I had now to live upon, Yet 
did not this humiliating conſideration affect me; my 
every thought being engaged to elude the crucl deſign of 
Mr, Pellham. | By, | 

% Ox the receipt of goody Fairfield's anſwer to her 
daughter Sally's letter, I immediately embraced the of- 
fer of her receiving me; and, by the help of the good 
girl, ſecured a place in the ſtage coach, which went 
near the village where my intended boſt:f reſided.— 
Early in the morning, attended only by my ſaith il con- 
hdant, I quitted London, leaving the letter heforo-men- 
tioned on the dreſſing-table ;—my cloaths had been con- 
veyed in ſmall <a to a friend of Sally's, where they 


were purpoſely packed up and ſent to the inn, dire ted 
in the name of Mitchell, which I aſſumed to prevent 2 
diſcovery. | e 22 8 
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liberty to eniGy my own tad reflections unmolcited, 


9 


wherein the informed me that Mr. Pellham no ſoouer 
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«.] TOOK an afſeRionate leave of the ove gil 
who promited to ſeud me conſtant word of every thing 
material that happened, and. at tour o'clock the ca 
left the inn, with only one paſſenger beſides myſelt, an 
elderly man, having the appearance of ah honeſt Farmer 

who fiopt tor many "hours after we ſet out, fo that I! *. 


© RUMINATIN G on the various incidents w hich 
had compouled my former life, the trickling tear fell f 


regarded my ſelf as an outcaſt from the world, def 10 cc 
and torlorn,—l took the pictures of my father and ny] 4 
beloved Beaumont, ſurveyed them by turns—xilfed tl; on 
|:telefs 1 Images, bedew ed them with my tears,—ind, in 410 
thoct, nvulced the moſt cxquiſtte ſilent ſorrow that it or 
is Pole to Imagine, 46 
Tris reverie of aflecting remembrance ] enjoyed aut 
till the coach ſtopped at the place where we were t9 66 


breakfaſt; after our company was encreaſed by two 
more elderly men, who, as 1 found by their difcyy ie, 
were going lo ſome neighbouring fair to purchaſe cat: 
They toon became very communicative to my firſt com- 
panion, endeavouring by many rough- -hewn compli- 
ments to make me the ſame;—but, alas! my feeling: 
were much too poignant to be trifled wih; therefore, 
by obſerving a prozound ſilence, 1 was ſoon freed {rom 
their ruſtic folicitations ; and ahoat three o' clock rœach- 
ed the place where 1 was to mect goody Fairfield. 
ur honeſt dame was ready to receive me; | 

was pleated with her artleſs appearance, and ſoon fei- 
lowed her to the humble dwelling, which was to be my 
future reſidence. | 

« Wurx I had been at this place a few davs, [ | 
wrote to Madame d de Beaumont, Swing her an Wipf 1 
tial account of each tranſaction; at the ſame time I de- 


t 
tired her ſecrecy, and begged to be informed why I was l 
not tavoured with anſwers to two letters I had written | 
ſince my leaving France, the omimon of which had gc- 5 


caſioned me much uncaſineſs. 
« Ix leſs than a week I received one from Sally, 


| . i Ys: . 
ed to perſevere in the reſolution (even to Olivia) unleſs 


lence filled me with fears of a thouſand unforeſeen ac- 
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heard of my ſlight, than he behaved with all the frenzy 
of diſappointment, carrying his unbounded expreſliqns. 
to ſuch a height, as made the whole family ſuſpect that 
ſomething more than friendſhip actuated him, and raiſed 
4 ſuſpicion in Olivia's breaſt, that it was on his account 
| had fled, This occaſioned a warm altercation between , 
the brother and ſiſter, when, by ſome words that eſ- 
caped the former in the height of reſentment, the lat- 
ter was convinced of the truth. 

« SALLY farther ſaid, that every method of threats 
and promiſes had been uſed by Mr. Pellham, tor her to 
diſcover what ſhe knew of my elopement ;—my friend 
alſo had queſtioned her, but ſhe had evaded the leaft 


confeſſion or information Whatever, and was determin- 


authorized by me to the contrary. 

„ Tanſwered this letter, enjoining her to conftant ſe- 
crecy, and a few days after I wrote to Miſs Pellham 
aſſuring her that I ſhould never forget our friendſhip, or 
the obligations that I had received from her and her 
worthy parents; and even hinted that a fear of her 
brother was the reaſon of my voluntary fight. Yet I 
could not prevail on myſelf to impart the name of the 
place of my retirement, fearing, as ſhe was extremely 
tond of her brother, that ſhe might ſome time or other 
conſent to his ſolicitations, and divulze the ſecret. 
I Now remained in this rural retirement unno- 
ticed and unknown; the whole family conſiſted (be- 
ſides myſelf) of honeſt dame Fairfield and her ſon, who 
held a ſmall farm, the produce of which was juſt ſuffi- 
cient for their maintenance. Here therefore I had am- 
ple leiſure to meditate on many diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances, which frequently overwhelmed me with affitc- 
tion, and which to alleviate, I earneſtly wiſhed to re. 
ceive a letter from Madame de Beaumont,—for her fi- 


cidents. 
I HAD been in this retreat for ſome months, with- 
out any thing material happening, When one morning, 
| 2 
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my unbounded informations; and now to proceed, 
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as I was indulging my uſual refleQions in a ſmall mes 
dow behind the cottage, I was accoſted by an clderj; 
lady, who bade me good morrow with ſo much polite. 
neſs, as at once both ſurpriſed and charmed me, having 
never obſerved the leaſt appearance of civilized behavi. 
our in the few perſons I had ſeen ſince my reſidence with 
the honeſt dame. We ſoon entered into an united com. 


ment on the beauty of the morning, and the ſweet tran- 


quility that reigned at that early hour ;—her remark; 
were conveyed with ſuch elevation of ſentiment, ex- 
preſſive of devout gratitude to the Author of Nature for 
his unbounded liberality, that I liſtened with delight, 
and heartily congratulated myſelt in meeting with thi 
amiable companion, for ſuch I hoped to find her in ſuture, 

* BEING thus employed, the time glided ſo ſwiftly 


that ! forgot the uſual hour of breakfaſt, till I obſerveq 


my hoſteſs coming in ſearch of me; I then bade the 
lady farewel, who, with a moſt obliging ſmile, told me 
that ſhe hoped to have the pleaſure of ſeeing me again 
the next morning, as ſhe had made that meadow for 
ſome time her conſtant place of rambling at that eatly 


hour. I with infinite ſatisfaction promiſed to meet her; 


we then parted, and J followed dame Fairfield to break- 
Tt | ER 

ExTEND thy gift of patience, Emily, a little time 
longer, when I hope to conclude what yet remains of 
our charming Spaniard's hiſtory ; for I will, as ſoon as 
poſſible, reſume the taſk. —Till when, Adieu. 


Is CONTINUATION. 


DO you think, Emily, it will ever be in your power | 
to make proper retaliation for all this torrent of writing? 


[ verily believe that I have already penned more lines 
than are contained in the marriage articles of the richeſt 
heireſs in England. —Well, remember my expeQations 
are very ſanguine, to know the particulars of your ex- 
curſion to that region of pleaſurable amuſement — Bath. 
I therefore inſiſt on your compliance, as ſome return for 


| 


(« 
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„ WUrxN I was alone with my hoſteſs, (continued 
Donna Clara) I informed her of my meeting the lady, 
to which the honeſt dame replied, As ſure as I live, Miſs 


Mitchell, you have ſeen Madam W hitworth !—Do you 
now her then ?—ſaid I —Know her, echoed Goody, 
why the whole country rings of her ;—ſhe is the wor- 
thieſt lady in all Berkſhire j—fo good,—fo charitable to 
the poor, —and withal fo affable :—would you believe it, 


Miſs Mitchell, one of our .poor men that was reaping 
in the fields laſt harveſt, happened to cut his leg moſt 


ſadly, and Madam Whitworth went to his poor hovel 


herſelf, and dreſſed the wound with her own hands; 
and even repeated the dreſſing every day till he was able 


Eto work again.—She alſo gave his wife and five ſmall 


children, both cloaths and victuals, ay, and money 
too; God in heaven bleſs her for it, ſay I—Ay, ay, 
Miſs, (continued the honeſt dame) many in this coun- 
try, who cali much better afford it than Madam, does 
not do one quarter the good ſhe does: but we ſhall 
not long have her amongſt us, I am afraid, —for I hear 
ſhe is going to leave Berkſhire very ſoon. LO 

« THIS piece of information I received with ſor- 
row ; but willing to know as much as poſſible concern- 
ing this amiable lady, I enquired of dame Fairfield if 
ſhe knew any particulars of her family? whereupon ſhe 
proceeded in her ruſtic manner with a long account, of 
which, for the ſake of brevity, I ſhall only relate ſome 
few particulars. | 

THIS worthy woman was the widow of Colonel 
Whitworth, a gentleman poſſeſſed of no great income 
beſides that produced by* his commiſſion.— She alſo, 
though born of a good family, and educated in a gen- 
teel manner, inherited but a ſmall fortune, ſo that on 


the Colonel's deccaſe, his amiable widow, and one 
child, (a daughter) experienced that viciſſitude in cir- 


cumſtances which many beſides themſelves have felt. 


© Bur Mrs. Whitworth being 


her income, and retired to a ſmall but neat houſe, at 


bleſſed with forti- 
tude and reſignation, inſtantly ſuited her expences to 


JJ) 
„in Berkſhire, within a quarter of a mile ( 
my. retreat. ; | 
* A YouNG gentleman, named Mortimer, wh, 

father was a man of conſiderable fortune in the ſame 
county, happened to fee Miſs Whitworth, and fen 
became enamoured ;—the young, people fo ordered it 
that a private marriage enſued, without the knowledge 
of their parents on either ſide; but in a few month; 
* was Impoſſible to conceal their union, which ſo irritated 
the father of the young gentleman, that he immediately 
ſent his ſon abroad — This affecting circumſtance ſo ſen 
libly preyed on the gentle ſpirits of the unhappy wife, 
that ſhe lived no longer than juſt to preſent her affect. 
onate parent with an infant grand-daughter. 

„ This melancholy affair I found, by dame Fair. 
field's account, happened about two years before. 

MRS. Whitworth, for a conſiderable time, expe⸗ 

rienced the greateſt affſiction, but, at length, Time 
lenient hand, aided by the ſoothing balm of bleſſed re. 
ligion, enabled her to forget her woe; and regarding 
the lovely infant as a mitigation of her ſufferings, trait. 
ferred her maternal affection from the remains of her 
child, to the ſmiling image of its unſortunate mother — 
As to Mrs. W hitworth's intent of leaving Berkſhire, my 
hoſteſs informed me, that ſhe heard that ſome friend 


had recommended a houſe in ——— ſhire, which wa; 4 
much cheaper, and full as pleaſant, though rather more ky 
retired, re. 

« 'THIs information gained, an earneſt deſire ſoon 8 
filled my breaſt to be a conſtant aſſociate and compani- fie 


on to this amiable lady; yet I knew not how to men- = 
tion my with, for fear of hurting that delicacy ſhe ay- 

peared ſo eminently to poſſeſs —But now did Fortune, 
for the firſt time, condeſcend to favour me, and at our 
fourth interview I ventured to hint my deſire, and had 60 
the happineſs to find Mrs. Whitworth agreed to my 
Nel with apparent pleaſure; we then mutually con- 

ſented to join our ſmall fortunes, and retire to — 
mire.— She made me acquainted with her whole ſtory, 
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but, in ſuch expreſſive deſcriptions, that my own ſuf- | 
{rings ſeemed trivial, when compared with thole this 
amiable woman had ſuſtained.— l now could not avoid 


darted the hiſtory of my life with the exacteſt candour; 
and the only reaſon I had to regret the recital was, that 


and quality, than her politeneis made her treat me ſo 
much: as her ſuperior, that it gave me real pain, which 
ſhe no ſooner obſerved, than ſhe regarded me in a man- 
ner more to my liking —ſhe looked upon me as her 
friend and equal. 


to myſelf in the ſocicty of this amiable lady, was a full 
gurance that I ſhould be ſecure irom whatever deſigns 
Mr. Pellham might put in practice againſt me; for 
a though Sally had aſſured me of her inviolable ſecrecy, I 
þ frequently trembled, leſt threats and promiſes might, at 
length, force her to confeſs the place of my conceal- 


11 ment. — Therefore, when the time for our leaving Berk- 
mixe arrived, I bid a friendly farewel to honeſt Dame 
5 Fairfield, who parted from me with much ſeeming af- 
fiction, which I really believed ſincere: but deſcription 

; would fail, were I to attempt relating the numerous 
11 bleſſings expreſſed by the grateful peaſants on their wor- 
Hs thy benefactreſs; each with honeſt tears bemoaned her 
10 leaving them; while liſping inſants claſped their little 
| hands and ſobbed, at parting from their common pa- 
' rent —Many, who were able, ran by the fide of the 

10 carriage, and begged her bleſſing for at leaſt a mile: a 
1 light like this, where artleſs nature reigned without diſ- 
guiſe, affected us conſiderably: we emptied our pockets 

3 among the little. ruſtics, and the innocent Miſs Morti- 
fe mer begged her grandmother would let her do the ſame. 
0 This was complied with, white the ſtarting tear of ſen- 


ſibility ſtood gliſtening in the eye of the amiable Mrs, 
J Whitworth,z and the chief diſcourſe, till we reached 
our new. reſidence, conſiſted in remarking the gratitude 


ſo viſibly diſplayed from thoſe guileleſs booms. 
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«cturning her obliging confidence; and, therefore, im- 
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the worthy Mrs. W hitworth no fooner heard my birth 


« AXOTUER reaſon, beſides the felicity I promiſed 
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compliment with obliging affability, and then continued 
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% Wx had not been ſettled above a month in (Ml it t 
calm retreat, when I began to experience more «if kinſm 
happineſs than I could have expected. —Mrs. WH ever h 
worth has an exceeding good harpſichord, of which I drea« 
is a complete miſtreſs ; this charming amufement «©. jowe' 
groſles a great part of our time; and, as our manſioni mine 


but ſmall, we keep only a healthy girl, about ſeventer 
years of age, as a ſervant; who, with Mrs, Wh. 
worth, her little grand-daughter, and myſelf, compoſg 
our whole family. So” 

% Soor after I was ſituated in this new habitatiqy, 
I wrote again to Madame de Beaumont, acquainti: WW had « 
her of my ſecond removal, but I have never receive} Ml inter 
the leaſt account, either from France or Spain ; tho, deits 


þ VEE 
about a year ſince, I ventured to write to my own in- firſt 
dulgent parent. Therefore, at this time, I entirely de- oy 


ſpair of ever hearing from thoſe unkind, yet beloved 
perſonages. „ . 

* Ir now only remains (continued our fair heroine) 
to inform you, by what accident I came ſo late into the 
wood, where you, dear young lady, (addreſſing her- 
ſelf to me) ſo humanely extended your aſſiſtance in re- 
lieving an unhappy woman, who, as yet, I fear, is 
not ſecured from farther miſery,” 

Here I aſſured her, that I ſhould ever regard the hay- 
ing it in my power to aſſiſt ſo much merit, as one of 
the happieſt circumſtances of my life. She returned my 


thus: | 
« THREE days before that fatal evening, I attended 


n 
Mrs. Whitworth on 4 viſit to the friend who had re- v 
commended the houſe.—As the diſtance is little more b 
£ 
\ 
( 
| 


than eight miles, we went the firſt four on horſeback, 
and were then met by Mrs. Benſon (the lady before- 
mentioned) in her coach, attended by her nephew, a 


young collegian, then on a viſit to his aunt from Cam- 


bridge. The lady, as being a friend of my dear 
Mrs. Whitworth, I could not avoid regarding; eſpeci- 
ally as her appearance and deportment ſeemed to claim 


ow 
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it | though I did not entertain the ſame thoughts of her 
kinſman, as there ſeemed a levity in his manner when- 
ever he addreſſed me, which was rather alarming ; and 


however, kept my ſentinients to myſelf, though deter- 
mined to be on my guard againſt this ſecond diſturber of 
my PEACE. AE 
« THE third day, it having been very warm, we 
| agreed in the evening to take a walk in the wood before- 
mentioned. oung Benſon was not preſent when this 
ropoſal was made, as ſome buſineſs, a few miles diſtant, 
had obliged him to leave us. We therefore purſued our 
intended promenade, which, as the evening was mot 
delightful, tempted us to make much longer than at 
firſt we thought of. | 
« MRS. Whitworth and her friend had been expa- 
tiating on various ſubjects, both ſublime and moral 
among other topics, the paſſion of love had been treated 


ne) of with much penetration and judgment.—T his conver- 
the ſation, joined to the tranquil calmneſs which then reign- 
ed, awakened the unfortunate prepoſſeſſion I once had 
fe- felt, and even then could not obliterate for my beloved 
ls Beaumont. 1 1 5 

« ABSORBED in reflection, I had ſtruck into ano- 
2 ther path from that in which the friends were purſuing 


of their way to Mrs. Benſon's; and, I believe, J ſhould | 


Ly not ſoon have perceived my negle&, had I not been 
d rouſed by the ſteps of ſome one approaching; who I 
ſoon diſcovered, by the light of the moon, to be the 


d much dreaded collegian—He appeared heated with 
s wine, but ſtarted on ſeeing me alone, and then ſoon 
e began to utter ſome incoherent expreſſions, which 
5 greatly alarmed me; from words he proceeded to un- 
i warrantable liberties, and would have held me in his 


deteſted arms, had I not, by a ſudden reſiſtance, ſprung 


from him, and ran I knew not whither, he following, 


till I reached the place where my ſtrength failed me, and 
"I was humanely reſcued by my generous deliverers.“ 


Vol. II. 
{ 


[ dreaded the thoughts of another Mr. Pellham—l, 
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the amiable d' Alcarez would fain have waved this juſt 


mented. 


compariſons, they ſay, are odious, ſo I ſhall forbear, 
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Urzr, my Emily, did the fair Spaniard conclude hg 
allecung hiſtory, for which ſhe received the united WR 
thanks of Mrs, Ramlay and your Sylvia,—-l have me. 
tioned before that we ſent to Mrs. Whitworth, by 
Donna Clara's defire, as ſoon as ſhe could poſſibly ac. 
quaint us with the reſidence of Mrs, Benſon.—But hoy 
were we all agreeably amazed to ſee, in the fu ſt named 
lady, the very features of her I have deſcribed, as cut 
hofteſs at the romantic cottage, where we alſo ſaw the 
lovely little Harriot, 

Mus, Whitworth exhibited the greateſt tranſport on 
ſeeing our charming Spaniard :>Mrs. Benſon likewif: 
ſoon paid us a viſit, expreſting the utmoſt abhorrence 
at her nephew's behaviour, whom ſhe immediately for— 
bad her houſe, and promiſed to make all the reparation 


in her power for his e leaving the inſulteg 


f ledge | 
infant 


Clara that portion ſhe defignedl tor him, which 1 be— 
licve is very conſiderable. ; 

4 7 2 

nos you fee, my Emily, virtue rewarded, and un- 
principled vice receiving that neglect it deſerves.—But 


decree in her favour, and endeavoured, as much as 
poſſible, tO palliate the offence of young Benſon : bur 
his aunt remained immoveable, and the very next day 
the alteration was made in her will. She has alſo per- 
ſuaded Mrs. W hitworth and our fair gueſt to leave their 


humble dwelling, and, with little Harriot, to reſide en- pr 
tirely with her,— This is already. agreed upon, ſo that pi 
we eſteem ourſelves happy in having, on the other fide la 


the copſe, ſuch amiable acquaintances; between whom 
and ourſclfes an intimate triendfhip feems already ce- 


IAV been favoured with a fight of the formida- 
ble Beaumont's picture, and really, Emily, (unleſs his 
Iimuer flattered greatly) he totally eclipſes all our boaſt- 
eſt Britiſh champions ;—nay, there is hardly a Harry 
or a Frederic can come in competition with him; but 


notwithſtanding I am at too great a diſtance to fear any 
violent diſplay of your ladyſhip's wrathful reſentment. 
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WRITE ſoon, — remember it is your turn now, | 


therefore begin, child, as ſoon as poſlible, nor dare to 
leave off till forbid by SYLVIA BEVERLY, 


1 S.1-4-E K XXI. 
Miſs Mus GRAVE to Miſs Brverty. 


F TER füſt defiring the, contents of this letter 
may remain an inviolable fecret, I muſt acknow- 


ſedge the juſtice of your commands, Sylvia; and I am 


infinitely happy to have it now in my power to lattsly 
vour reaſonable requeſt; 


| Bur, firſt, receive a thouſand thanks for fair Clara's 


hiſtory, though an adventure of my own will not permit 


me time ſufficient to animadyert thereon at preſent ; 
| but you may expect my remarks in ſome future epillle, 


when my mind is Ieis engaged than at prefent. 

vr family aſfairs obige me to inform you, that our 
intended tour to Bath is poſtponed, on what account | 
cannot declare poſitively, but I believe Lady Sutan at 
length dreads viſiting that gay receptacle; therclore ] 
muſt be obliged to conſole myſelf without even a chance 
of ſeeing my Swain, who, by his laſt letters, acquaints 
me that he ſhall ſoon leave that place, (where he has 
been with the Duke of K for near three weeks) to 
proceed with his noble uncle to the ſouth of France, the. 
plyſictans recommending the air of that kingdom as the 
laſt reſource for the reparation of an injured conſtitution, 

TI HAF been this fortnight paſt on a viſit to Miſs 
Conſtantia Macclesfield, tlie only child of the Colonel, 
who you muſt remember when in town, I hcheve that 
| mentioned this Madam Gravity to you then, whole 
ſtudious inclination prevents her from frequently engag- 
ing in the gay amuſement ſo much practiſed at St. 
James's : in ſhort, Sylvia, ſhe is almoſt a Plato in pet 
ticoats,-a meer piace of {till life, in compariſon of ſuch 
faſhionable females as my honoured mother and ſiſter: 
yet, to do her juſtice, there is ſomething in her man - 
ner, even to ſuch a on og as myſelt, that appears 

A | 


| extremely agreeable; and notwithſtanding the difference 


tions by her ſolidity, and her gravity is hindered from 


die a virgin. 
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of dur tempers, we are mightily pleaſed with each other' 
acquaintance: my vivacity is kept under proper reſtric- 


ſinking into downright gloomineſs, by a diſplay of. my 
volatile powers, ſo that a proper equilibrium is ſuſtained, 


Tx ſeat of Colonel Macclesfield is near ten mile; AN 
from Richly Park, and known by the name of Sedgeley il of de 
Abbey ; its ſituation 1s delightful beyond imagination ; credi 
the gardens ſpacious, and though not exactly correſpon- with 
dent to the preſent taſte, diſplay luxuriant Nature im- beau 
proved by the niceſt Art: this agreeable ſeat ſtand; who 
within a quarter of a mile of the ſea, which affords a 8 
molt charming proſpect from a building in the form of a ſtan 

othic temple on the ſummit of a long terrace walk, and by 
which is the conſtant reſidence of Conſtantia, whenever the 
ſhe is diſpoſed for contemplation, Me Un 

As ſhe is the Colonel's only child, and her father's eſ- the 
tate conſiderable, ſhe has received many-offers in reſpe&t col 
to marriage, all of which have hitherto been declined; da 
and, if J am to believe her conſtant declaration, ſhe will th 


continue in the {ame diſpoſition.— The Colonel, indeed, 
has often wiſhed ſhe was not quite ſo averſe to that ho- 
nourable ſtate, as the old gentleman wants much to be 
a grandſire; but however he is too fond a parent to 
preſs her on a ſubje& that appears diſagreeable, and as 
ſhe has now attained her twenty-ſeventh year, I appre- 
hend ſhe will continue in her fixed reſolution to live and 
MEx are compoſed of materials too groſs and turbu- 
lent for this placid nvmph, whoſe affections are not to 
be won by rude unpoliſhed mortals: no, no, my friend! 
this fair Seen will not permit other intercourſe than 
that of ſome airy Sylph, whoſe delicate texture and fine 


: ſenſibility are correſpondent to the element they inhabit, 


WuAr fay you, Sylvia, to thoſe refined concep- 
tions ?—for my part, as I aſpire to no more elevation 
of ſentiment than a meer mortal, I expect only the ad- 
dreſſes of one in mine own ſphere; and I freely confeſs 
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ence Whoſe exalted ideas are rather too ſublime for Emily ;— — 


cr; ire me honeft Harry Pembroke, though compoſed of 
ric- the rude materials of mortality, and Jet Conſtantia un- 
envied regard an aerial lover, decorated with glittering 
pinions, and all other reſplendent endowments that fan- 
cy can ſuggeſt, 's 
Ax D now for an adventure, my friend, in the ſtile 
of delicate romance.—Indeed, Sylvia, you will hardly 
| credit my tale; you will rather imagine my intimacy 
with this refined nymph has occaſioned me to repreſent 
beautiful fiction, than artleſs reality; yet be aſſured the 
whole is juſtly correſpondent with ſtricteſitruth, 
Soon after my reſidence at Sedgeley Abbey, Con- 
| ſtantia prevailed on me to take a morning's walk, which, 
by her deſire, was before Aurora had well unbarred 
the eaſtern gates of heaven, that (as ſhe expreſſed it) 
might once in my life behold the dazzling ſplendor of 


conſented; and I muſt acknowledge, that I was abun- 
than uſual, 

CoxsTANTIA led me to a delightful profpe& of the 
ſea, from which the reſplendent God of Day appeared 
* aſcending; and indeed, never did any ſight ſo infinitely 


0 inſpire me: even at this moment do I wiſh for the ex- 
$ preſſive eloquence of a Milton to deſcribe the glorious 
a ſcene.— Faint and languid muſt be all attempts in me 
1 to delineate the proſpec the like of which, if you have 
ever really beheld, every deſcription of mine would a 
pear crude or inſipid; I ſhall therefore only ſay, that 
ö the delightful object occaſioned the whole face of Na- 


ture to rejoice, —every hill and valley ſmiled, — the flocks 
and herds, with grateful bleatings and expreſſive low- 
| ings, haiPd the God of Day ;—the feathered warblers 

chirped in concert, and (to uſe the language of the in- 
ſpired Geſner) © ſoon began to pour the muſick of their 
little throats to Him, whogave them voice and melody.“ 
- SUCH united gratulations from thoſe we eſteem ſenſe- 
|: animals, conſpired to fill me with reverential awe z— 


the riſing ſun. Willing to oblige this fair enthuſiaſt, I 


dantly repaid for leaving my pillow” ſo much earlier 
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and now a large field, wherein to expatiate, opened 1 
Conſtantia, W begin „ with all the fervor of a Rowe 
to examine the ſeveral beauties that ſurrounded us; an; 
here it was that ſhe ſhone, for her remarks were judic. 
ciouſly devout, yet, at the ſame time, free from tho 


ſla viſn fetters with which Superſtition would encumbe 
the mind, | | 


| egledt 
clent 
àve 
f tay! 
ittle fa 
lecent 
4 calth, 


| - EE vine 
Tus tranquil and ſerene we proceeded, ſlill keeping Moder 

the fea in view, upon our right hand,—when, on; Whutcd 
fudden, we were ſurprized with pleaſurable amaze. Whc:ted 
ment, at the ſound of ſoft harmony, reſembling a fi Weonte! 
gelet, on the left. ko ob 
Y grave friend now looked with fixed attention, gengt! 

if ſhe imagined it the muſick of the ſpheres. We how- Nur pri 
ever ſtopped, the better to attend from whence it pru- Con 
ceeded, nothing appearing but the ſea on one hand, {Wintrul 


and on the other a long range of chalky cliffs, on whoſe ay, 
rocky ſummits no building whatever was ſeen ;—the have 
nearer we proceeded towards the ſound, the more ii Hand 
ſeemed to iſſue from one of the cliffs on a level with the Neem 
ground on which we walked. — The muſick now ceaſed, {conv 
and we plainly heard a manly voice expre$ the follow- {yt 

ing ſhort but pathetic hymn of adoration. whe 


„ Hail, dread Supreme! Almighty Power divine! | 


« In whom Grace, Mercy, Love, and Truth combine; he 
« Hail, bright refulgent orb! whoſe bounteous rays 010 
« Enliven all, and ſpeak thy Maker's praiſe; N a 
% Taught by thy conſtant progreſs, let me prove tra 
% My firm obedience to the powers above; eb 
ce | 


Let no vain murmurings poſſeſs my breaſt, 


« But in ſubmiſſion let my ſoul find reſt, 4 


all 


« Fill the wiſh'd mandate from above be given, Lo 

« To looſe from earth what ſtops my flight to heaven.“ be 

Wuxv this was ended, I propoſed to Conſtantia that | 
we ſhould return, being unwilling to intrude on the th 


withed-for ſolitude of one ſo truly devout but this ad- be 
venture partly ſuiting her refined ſyſtem, ſhe begged me 
to ſtay, ſaying, “ Oh, Miſs Muſgrave, why Will you 
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leelect an opportunity thus favourable to behol:! ſo ex- 
Feat a — 555 as this muſt be,” To this I would 
ive made ſome objection, but ſhe appeared ſo deſirous 


and f ſtaying, that Lat length conſented; and advancing a 
dic. ide farther, diſcovered an old man dreſſed in a plain, 
hot Necent garb 3 his countenance, which exhibited pure 
abr WW .calth, was at once ſtriking and agreeable ; — a ſort of 


vine fervor beamed from lus eyes, and a beard of a 


Ping Nnoderate length, white as the mountain ſnow, contri- 
on; uted to render his perſon truly venerable, He was 
% Wired at the front of his rocky cell, ſeemingly fixed in 
fl; MWcontemplation, fo that for a few minutes we had leiſure 


xo obſerve him without diſturbing his reverie; — at 
length he perceived us, and aroſe with ſome marks of 
urpriſe, but ſoon recovered his tranquility on hearing 
Conſtantia ſay, © Pardon us, venerable father, for this 
nd, MWintruhon, but my friend and I happening to walk this 
ole Wway, to enjoy the ſweet ſerenity of the morning, we 
the Whave been ſo fortunate as to hear your delightful melody, 
: t Wand devout ejaculation ; and I believe we ſhall ever eſ- 
he teem it the happieſt moment of our lives, ſince it has 
ich convinced us that there is ſuch a thing as real ſublimity 
Vet ſubſiſting in this degenerate age,” Here ſhe ſtopped, 

when our Anchoret, with a benign aſpeQ, replied, 
| « Your deportments ſeeming to correſpond with your 
|, Dvords, receive my welcome. —Enter my homely habi- 
; tation, if it be agreeable to you,—where,you may re- 
poſe yourſelves before you return.” . 

VWs accepted the friendly invitation, and on our en- 
trance placed ourſelves on a part of the rock that pro- 
jected, as if deſign'd by Nature for a ſeat; for in this 
abode no appearance of human labour was viſible, but 
all was the artleſs productions of her unerring hand, aided 


2 by that Power, whoſe ſingle FLAT brought thoſe. ſtu- 
| pendous ftruQures into being! VH 
t You ſee, Sylvia, how greatly I am improved ſince 
e this ſublime viſit ; but here let me confeſs, that I never 
— bekore that morning eſteemed myſelt totally ignorant; 


e and really then, my friend, while liſtcning to the refined 


fluttering inſects, whoſe ſole delight conſiſts in haſkin 
deſtroy not only their beauty but their life. 


ſwered: | | 


content ,—enjoying calm felicity, by being ſecluded from 


tears ſtealing down his venerable cheeks) come to my 
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ſentiments of this venerable ſage, and Conſtantia, | 
could not help regarding myſelf as a poor, deſpicabe 
mortal !=Nay, liardly could I aſpire to that title; fy] 
actually imagined that I only reſembled one of that 


in a ſun-beam, to diſplay the luſtre of their painte; 
wings; unmindful that the moſt trivial accident my 


_ ConsTANTIA, charmed with his diſcourſe, bego 
permiſſion to viſit him again; to which the hermit an. 


Ir is twice ten years ſince firſt I made this rock ni 


only home; during which time my ſolitude has been: ta 


ſecret from the whole world but—One ;—here have! ſhe 
paſſed the rigour of twenty winters, and felt the ragir obj 
heat of as many different ſeaſons; yet unmindful eithe fro 
of December's ſnow or Auguſt's {ultry ſun, I have lived 


the perfidious race of Adam ! and partaking of few more MW © 


advantages in reſpect of ſubſiſtance, than the animal: ſet 


who brouze the mountain herbage. 

„ THus retired and unknown for ſo long a time, 1 
fondly hoped I might have remained in the ſame ſtate, M ® 
till this friendly rock, now my dwelling, might have 


proved my ſepulchre.—But as the Almighty has pleaſed x 
it ſhould be otherwiſe, I am happy in that my retirement 
has been found by ſuch fair inquiſitives, in whom I be- 5 
hold appearances of that innocence I would fain perſuade ; 


myſelf is real.—I therefore accept your deſire. Come 
then, my children, (continued the good old man, with \ 


ſolitude as often as you pleaſe, provided it be not later 
in the day than this hour, leſt J ſhould be farther known; 
and let me alſo beg that you would keep my hermitage 
a ſecret —On theſe conditions viſit, when agreeable, 


Him whoſe example may warn you how to guard againſt 


deceit tn the tumultuous world welive in, and from whoſe 
inſtruction I hope you may gain ſome knowledge.” 
THEN leading us to the entrance of his cell, he ſaid, 


e Farewel, my children tlie day advances—rmay hea- 


— 
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ven preſerve you till you again ſee Him, who has pid a 
uſt adieu to the whole race of mortals except yourſelves, 
and one friend—alas | the only one | have.“ 

Wir n this pathetic remonſtrance and permiſſion we 
took our leaves, Conſtantia the whole way home diſ- 
courſing on no other topic than the venerable ſage.—She, 
ſoon after We arrived, retired to her beloved temple, 
while I inſtantly determined to give you, my Sylvia, an 
account of this extraordinary idventure; but 1 was at 


. 

ge that time with-held, by refleQting on the promiſe we 
had given our Anchoret, not to ivulge the ſecret of his 

my retirement however, at breakfaſt 1 informed Con- 

nd ſtantia of the defire I had is ſend you word of it; which 


ſhe (ever tenacious of her ſteady adherence to truth) 
objected to: till ſuch time as 1 might receive permiſſion 
from the Sage himſelf. | 
Tuis with much entreaty Mme at length promiſed to 
attempt to gain; and at our third viſit my wiſh was AC- 
compliſhed, though on no other terms than your ob- 
ſetving that ſecrecy to which we were before enjoined. 
THEREFORE remember, Sylvia, and ſtrialy con- 
form to what 1 preſcribed at the beginning of my letter, 
or you muſt not expect to be favoured with the hiſtory 
of our Hermit's life and adventures before he entered 


wry ! this voluntary ſecluſion; the which we have received 
ment his promiſe of hearing at our next interview. 1 
15. Leer me have your anſwer ſoon, that 1 may know 
Grads the 58 of your obedience, before you receive fur- 
ome ther intelligence from EMI v Mus GRAVE. 
with“ 5 | | 
o my LET EN XXII. 
ater Miss BEVERLY to Miſs Mus RAVE. 
OWN; SES : N D 
itage EALLY, Emily, you have acquitted yourſelf ſo 
able, incomparably, that were I not ſenſible that Jou 
-ainſt poſſeſs a ſmall ſhare of a foible ſo natural to our ſex, 


Loſe | ſhould be tempted to beſtow infinite acknowledgments, 
praiſes, and ſo earth, —But 1 dare not, for fear of en 
creaſing that ſaid paſſion 3 a in” particle of which may 


ſaid, 
Vol. Il. 


hea- 


" 
— \ 
. 


bh A —_— a 
—— y A* 
« S 2 k Þ 
ä — — 


3 
o am os 
— te 


_ — 
— 
——— —v—V— SO" tas > arts . 


— 2 12 * 
* A 
— K* 


2 
—— —— e ö — <7; 3 —— - 
- — . — 8 - © and 2 — IS 
8 N w. bug, 1 7 = — = SS 4d <4 > 
OY — 3 * 2 7 * FL 1 — 
— r rt ne, 8 — 2 = Fg a [was - bg gr * 0 
a > —FOfe 4 —— 1 2 ; 3 3 on, 5 5 = 
L — . 2 * 2 r ä 2 — PR 
— 1 Prom ry”; . 8 — — — £1 — — l = 
. I 2 — p — = py 
— ER ee — ES — 5 — — 1 ny me — — - — * — — — — 


— — 

- > 3 Eg 
— 
ns —— 
— 
— — 
NIE 


* F| — 
— 2 
= « r 


r 


— — A 


portant a ſecret —Well, 1 will now endeavour to be 
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do well enough, but an addition would be abſolutely ug. 
bearable. 

Your Ladyſhip may frialy rely on my ſecrecy, 
aſſure you, for I would fain know the hiſtory of thi 
ſame Anchoret ;—yet I cannot, for my life, belles 
that his ſufferings have been fo very ſevere, as to OCC4- 
ſion the rigid rules he has fo long preſcribed himſelf. 

MEN, as you obſerve, are ſtrange turbulent cre. 
tures, incapable of bearing the leaſt controul :—lIndee, 
Emily, I otten think they extend their expeCations 10 
much greater limits than was originally intended ;— 
impatient to an excels in having their utmoſt wiſhes gra. 
tiffed; which, if they fail +1, they are apt to inveigh 
bitterly „ not only againſt the perſon perhaps, who oc- 

cCaſions their diſappointment, but, with a true Cynical 
diſpoſition, to ſnart at the whole, and turn miſanthro— 
ifts—which J verily believe to be the caſe with your 
venerable ſage;—yet, by the reception you and your 
grave friend met with, I am inclined to think a few 
more viſits will ſoften the rigour of his reſentment to the 
world; and we ſhall ſee you and your Conftantia intro- 


duce, after twenty years voluntary retirement, — the WM th 
Hermit to mankind. = {ct 

- Many fine things have been written on the power m 
of beauty, —ſomè of which are true, no doubt :—Your ſu 
adventure then, if it ſucceeds as I expect, will furnith „ 
fart her accounts of its infallibility. 9 
Fox heaven's ſake! Emily! do not let Miſs Mac- d 


Aesfield fee this letter, — ſhie will imagine I am the moit 
improper perſon in the world to be intruſted with ſo im- 


more ſerious, 

FREDERIC has again dared to mention his paſſion-— 
is not this ſufficient to occaſion ſober refleQions, Alas 
wat an embarraſſing ſituation is mine? — Mrs. Ram- 
tay, I believe, apprehends ſomething, though her pru- 

dence hinders her from expreſſing it. 
Tux youth, I verily think, has made Dongs Clara 
his confidant, for every time l ſce her the 1 is continually 


2 „ BY 


— 
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beſtow ing ſuch elaborate praiſes on him, as from any 
other perſon, perhaps, might not be ſo agreeable ;z but 
her tender thoughts remain ſtil] fixed on the beloved 
Chevalier; for when ſhe would commend Frederic, ſhe 
| frequently ſays, with a heart- felt ſigh Such was my 
once adored Beaumont!” _ s 

| $UPPOSE you will now enquire how I deigned to 
receive this ſecond avowal ?—W hy, not quite with that 


| he valued my friendſhip, to forbear the mention of a 
circumſtance which I muſt reject. 

Tuis placid anſwer did not ſeem to plunge my Da- 
mon into abſolute deſpair; on the contrary, he flatters 
himſelf, I imagine, with the ſoothing ſentiment in the 
old ſong, that © Friendſhip with Sylvia is ſiſter to 
Love ;”—nearly allied, I confeſs, Emily, —but of this 
he muſt not be certain. LED 5 

I YESTERDAY received a letter from my aunt Cow- 
ley, who informs me, that ſhe 1s preparing to attend 


he her affectionate help-mate to Scarborough. — He has been 
o- indiſpoſed for ſome time with various diſorders, which 
lie the phyſicians have at length pronounced an inveterate 

ſcurvy.— Poor Amanda, notwithſtanding the treat- 
er ment ſhe has received, expreſſes much affliction at his 
ir ſufferings ;—ſhe is, undoubtedly, my Emily, a perfe& 
I pattern of patient tenderneſs—and ſeems deſirous of ac- 


quiring the fortitude of an Angel, by perſevering in her 
— duty, and, of proving her fidelity to a brutal huiband. 


able merit, I believe it will ever be more admired than 
imitated: the conduct of wives in general demonſtrates 
the truth of my remark, and I, at this inſtant, believe 
that Amanda ſtands alone for conjugal obedience, at 
leaft in ſo diſtreſſing a ſituation, ' _ 5 
I Fokxgor: to tell you, Emily, that my beloved Mrs. 
Ramſay has been indiſpoſed for a few days with a cold, 
though, thank heaven, with no ſymptoms to alarm us: 


— This you may readily imagine, otherwiſe it would 


have been my firſt intelligence, 


haughty air before deſcribed yet] deſired him, if 
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ſent agrecable ſituation, appears to give her much any. 


| diſpel her melancholy, tor which purpoſe we are, thi; 


116 THE A-N:C HOR E T. 

Wx are, this afternoon, to be favoured with a ig 
from our amtable friends on the other ſide the copſe; 
Donna Clara has, as yet, received no accounts either 
from France or Spain, which, notwithſtanding her pre. 


lety ; e endeavour by every means in our power, tg 


evening, to have a little kind of rural feſtivity, which l 
to conclude with—a ball. -Now none of your ſarcaſtic 
ſmiles, Emily, at the polite epithet, ſince we ſhall ecr- 
tainly be as happy, nay, perhaps experience more real 
delight, than the glittering multitudes at Almack's or 
Soho, | | 2 | 
I BELIEVE I muſt now conclude ;—nay, in ſhort, | 
may be poſitive,—as I have really nothing more to 
offer, no new adventures to keep me ſcribbling for 
hours! which taſk muſt now be yours, my friend; 
remember, my curioſity waits, therefore proceed with 
vour Hermit as ſoon as poſſible, to ſatisfy the impati- 
ence of your SYLVIA BEVERLY, 


I. E T T. E R XXIII. 
Miſs Mus GRAVE {o Miſs BEVERL. 


| Richly Park, 
LAS! Sylvia! what mutable beings inhabit this 


A tranſitory ſphere!—You ſee, by the date of this 
letter, I have left Sedgeley Abbey, and without the ſa- 
tisfaction of knowing the Hermit's hiſtory ; — affairs of 
greater moment in this place claim, at preſent, my whole 
:ttention. — Who would imagine the change a few 
months have made in the plcaſing proſpect of happineſs, 
which my dear, deluded father had promiſed himſelf?— 

ALas!, my amiable girl! the innocence and reQi- 
tude of your mind, hindered you from crediting the tale 
of honeſt Lydia "Trueman z but, from what bas hap- 
pened, there remains not the leaſt doubt of her veracity. 

Lapy Sufan 1s, indeed, 'Sylvia, the abandoned wan- 
ton! — ſhe has actually eloped with her former para- 


\ 
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our — Morton ! — as has been diſcovered by a letter 
-om him, which her Lady _y careleſsly left in an open 
Jrawer. 

pa A behaves (even yet, at times) with all the 
Frenzy of diſtraction the Counteſs of . appears 


Iupified with grief and ſhame in ſhort, the whole houſe 


ſeems ongſontinued ſcene of hotror and confuſion. To 


perfidious Ladyſhip, — fo that the ſituation of your 
Emily 1s not to be deftribed. 
Ir is now ſix days ſince I left Sedgeley Abbey ; poor 


Trueman was the meſſenger of this dreadful news; the 


| honeſt old man, on his arrival, begged permiſſion to 
| fee me alone, 


was at the time with Miſs Macclesfield 
in her beloved temple, when the ſervant entered and 
informed me of the ſteward's deſire. 

My heart ſhrunk at the meſſage, and when I ſaw 
him with the tear ſtealing down his furrowed check, I 
dreaded to enquire the cauſe ; but he ſoon broke ſilence, 
by ſaying, © Dear Miſs Emily, let me beg you would 
haſten back to Richly Park.“ AI then ſtammered out — 
« For heaven's fake, Frueman, what is the matter? 
hope no accident to my dear Papa—is he well? an- 
ſwer me quick I beg! -le then related what had hap- 
pened, and concluded, by aſſuring me, that the regard 


he entertained for his maſter; had induced him to fetch 


me, to adminiſter what conſolation was in my power to 
my ſuffering parent for that the confuſion was ſo 
great, I was not ſo much as thought of. I returned 
him thanks for his duteous ſenſibility, and bidding Con- 
ſtantia farewel, after juſt hinting at the diſagreeable 
reaſon of my departure, accompanied Trueman in the 


chariot he came in to Richly Park, and no ſooner alight- 


ed than I flew to Papa's cloſet, where I heard he was alone, 
On opening the door Oh! Sylvia ! what were my 
emotions when I ſaw him with is ſword drawn, and 
horrid deſperation in his countenance !—] threw myſelf 
on my knees, caught hold of the murderous weapon, ex- 


claiming “ my dear, my honoured father! I could 


add to our affliction, Charlotte has accompanied her 
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ſtorm of reſentful ſorrow would overpower him, —! 


enforce ſuch arguments as I judged moſt conducive to 
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no more, for a few moments,—my heart ſeemed bu. 
ing from my tortured boſom ;—but heaven endued m 
with fortitude ſufficient to ſupport the conflit.—A gul 
of plenteous tears now came to my relief ;—l remove 
the fatal ſword from my beloved father's hand, — whit 
he ſtood as if petrified with his own reflections ;. 
eyes were firmly rivetted on me, though, I believe, { 
a few moments, I was foreign from his thoughts; — 1 
length, with a deep-fctched ſigh, and a look fo 
changed from horror to infinite tenderneſs, he ſaid 


te My Emily !”—then preſented his hand in order u prail 
raiſe me, which I took and preſſed to my lips with ſuch * 
fervour, that, in au inſtant, he caught the tender in. ſcate 
fection of ſenſibility; and, ſnatching me to his boſom, m 
tears flowing as he ſpoke, he faid, « My child! my was 
deareſt Emily ! what preventing angel hath ſent thee |abl 
here, to hinder my committing the unpardonable crime ng 
of ſuicide Then raiſing his eyes to heaven, he ex. pv! 
claimed, Qh | gracious God! forgive the intended os 
raſhneſs of thy fervant l' Turning again to me, he © 
continued his ſupplication, by ſaying, © and may thy pr 
boundleſs mercies be ſhowered on my child, who, by cl: 
thine infinite compaſſion has been ordained the inſtru- el 
ment of my preſer vation!“ 2 W 


HE now ſeemed more compoſed, and ſeating me by 
him, faid, © My dear Emily, the ungrateful Lady Su- 
ſan has left me !—eloped from her indulgent huſband, to 
the guilty embraces of an infamous adulterer ! — Thy 
ſiſter too, ungracious girl! has attended her abandoned 
mother !-—Have I not, therefore, reaſon for my mad- 
neſs—madneſs moſt exquiſite !”—Here I was fearful the 


therefore endeavoured the utmoſt in my feeble power to 


calm his thoughts, and, undoubtedly, ſome ſuperior 


being aſſiſted the pious purpoſe ; for you are certain, 
Sylvia, my abilities never reached ſo high as admini- 


ſtering conſolation in the moſt trivial afflictions:. How 


then, unleſs aided by ſome eloquent and pitying angel, 
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d bug. ud 1 have ſpoke comfort to one under ſuch accumu- 


ved ted ſufferings ? — | 

A gußſ Tux arguments I uſed wrought, in great meaſure, 
move! ne wiſned-for effect, and, after two hours conference 
= Whik ich my dear father, we left the cloſet, and I had the 
u ſupreme ſatisfaction of receiving his faithful promiſe to 
Ve, for Hattempt the horrid purpoſe no more, which my preſence 
; >1 had happily prevented. This I had no reaſon to doubt, 


 foon Nas his acknowledgments to the Divine Being were fo 
ad. WW expreſlive, that his whole ſoul ſeemed rapt in fervent 
ler o praiſe and adoration. — 
1 ſuch My next viſit was to the Counteſs, whom I found 
r in. ſcated in a fixed melancholy : the, however, roſe on 
om, my entering the dreſſing-room, and preſſing my hand, 


my was unable, for a few moments, to utter the leaſt ſyl- 
thee able I ſeated myſelt near her, and broke the affect- 
rime ing filence by ſaying, ** My deareſt Madam, if it be 
ex» poſſible for me to mitigate in the leaſt, the remembrance 
ded of an unhappy circumſtance, let me beg you would re- 
he ceive my utmoſt efforts for the purpoſe.” I would have 
thy proceeded, but her. Ladyſhip interrupted me by ex- 
by claiming—*® Oh ! Miſs Emily! is it poſſible you can 
u- endeavour to relieve the ſufferings of her who is the 
IF wretched parent of an abandoned wanton ; who, deaf 
by W to the ſuggeſtions of honour, virtue, and every ſocial 
u- perfection, has rendered your worthy father miſerable! 
0 Alas! you cannot ! — juſtice, and the duty of a child 
y forbids the ſufferings of Sir Robert will juſtify re- 
d proof, ſhould you upbraid me with being the mother 
- of his adulterous wife !—and impute even her worſt 
p crime to my account,—All this I could readily admit as 
juſt, —then do not, by your amiable intent, ſilence the 


cries of laudable reſentment; nor, by a miſtaken gene- 
roſity, endeavour to adminiſter that conſolation I am 
unworthy to receive.“ e | | 
THis ſelf-accuſation I was incapable of liſtening to 
any longer; I therefore told her Ladyſhip that I muſt. 
take the liberty of diſſenting from her ideas of juſtice ; 
that her notions reſpecting the crime of Lady Suſan 


* 
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were carried (in regard to herſelf) to too great a leng(h, 


as, in my opinion, none but the moſt malevolent coy 
think of upbraiding an innocent perſon with the fault 9 


the guilty, how cloſe ſoever they may be allied by the Wi they 
ties of blood or affinity, as even her Ladyſhip's near re. Wi thy © 
lation to Lady Suſan muſt ſubject her to feel the utmo Ml theſe 
anxiety, without receiving any of thoſe cruel additiony WM ;wal 
farcaſms ſhe had juſt mentioned. | facul 
Tris, and much more to the ſame effect, at length St 
ſeemed to afford the Counteſs much conſolation ;— and he 
let me acknowledge, Sylvia, though this was the firs bort 
time, in my volatile ſtate of exiſtence, that I ever at. Ml ace 
tempted to deliver ſentiments ſo grave, ſo fraught, with Wl of t 
endeavours to comfort the oppreſſed ; I ſucceeded fo far Wh Lad 
beyond even my hopes, that I experienced that heart- dea 
felt ſatisfaction, which ever will attend ſuch laudable in- enc 
tentions;—Indeed, my ſweet friend, the ſucceſs I mt are 


with in this new character, has almoſt made me reſolve | 
to deſpiſe the falſe glare of that jocund pleaſantry which 
I before encouraged, — to turn female Philanthropos, aud 
devote my every power to adminiſter conſolation to the 
afflicted. ee: „ 
WRT Conſtantia with me, how would ſhe applaud 
this excellent intent, and recommend conſtant practice 
for attaining the beneficent pur poſe.—lIf this will really 
_ accompliſh my future character, I apprehend my preſent 
ſituation will ſupply ample means for perſeverance, as 
both Papa and the amiable Counteſs ſeem to demand my 
moſt aſſiduous care, to prevent their ſinking into that 
abyis of melancholy, from which my preſence happily 
relieved them, | . Th 
On! Vice! thou deſtruQive tyrant ! not even the | 
glittering pleaſures, with which thou at firſt faſcinates 
thy deluded votaries, can hinder thee from being re- 
garded by the friends of virtue, as a monſter horrid and 
- deteſtable: =Nay, even to thy followers, the promiſed 
fields of happineſs, and every gratification that for a 
moment intoxi&ates, vaniſhes on the firſt approach of 
ſacred Truth | who, in an inſtant, changes the daz- 
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zling proſpect into agloomy deſart, diveſts thee of thy 
bewitching garb, and leaves thee expoſed in thine own 
deteſted form, loathſome and horrible Then too late 
they find, the portion that thou leaveſt conſiſts only in 
thy execrable companion5—Remorſe and fell Deſpair ! 
theſe continue conſtant attendants both ſleeping and 
awake ſcourging with ſcorpion whips each recollective 
faculty ! 

Wen a ſituation, to thoſe aliens from virtue, muſt 
be regarded as juſt: But how is thy tyranny to be ab- 
horred and feared, when, by thy means, the innocent 
are involved in deep affliction, by the fatal tranſgreſſions 
of the guilty Had Vice not reigned, and the deluded 
Lady Suſan not liſtened to its deſtructive counſel, my 
dear father and the worthy Counteſs had not experi- 
enced thoſe arrows of affliction with which their boſoms | 
are at preſent wounded, yah 

| xxow my Sylvia will readily admit theſe ſenti- =» Wl 
ments, though uttered by one whoſe ſprightly diſpoſition 4 
will hardly be deemed capable of thinking on ſuch grave 
harangues; yet I aſſure you, my friend, the preſent un- 
happineſs that reigns at Richly Park, has conſiderably 
abridged the former vivacity of her, who, notwithſtand- 
ing, either grave or gay, will ever remain unalterably 
yours, 0 EMILY Mus GRAVE 


' 
2 
* 


Miſs BEV ERIT to Mrs. Mus GRAE. 


ELIEVE me, Emily, when I aſſure you how 
I fincerely I participate in your preſent diſtreſs; the 


he ſufferings of Sir Robert and the amiable Counteſs, fen- 
ES ſibly affect your Sylvia. „„ : 

os OuR dear Mrs. Ramſay is at preſent much indiſpoſed, 
id ſo that your letter, fraught with ſuch moral ſentiments, 
d was more welcome at this time than would have been 
2 the utmoſt diſplay of thoſe volatile powers I know you 


f poſſeſs, 
- 0&5 H.7 1 
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Es, Emily, there is (as the wiſeſt of monarchs in, ud 
forms u-) © a time for all things ;”%—a time when ey * 
youth itielf, fluſh'd with the enjoyments of health and 
affluence, ſhould forget the circling round of pleaſure aud 
delight, to reflect on the tranſitory poſſeſſion of temporal 

ratifications ; meditate on the feveral diſtinQion; of 
ice and Virtue, and by holding the balance with an 
equal hand, be able to give the preference as our in. 
ward monitor {hall direct. 


f ard 

Yous admirable delineation of what ſucceeds a v. dit 
cious courſe, had ſuch an effect, that even my fleepin; co 
[Maginations were engaged, and continued the waking NE 


reverie,—l will not pretend to promiſe you equal ſatif, / 
ſactiou to what reading the delightful Viſions of AM 
might afford, yet as there appeared a more regular chain 
of events than we commonly experience in a dream, [ by 
will venture to relate the whole as it occurred. 

METHOUGHT I was attended by an aerial jokes 
to a vaſt plain, divided into two diſtinct roads, cach 
which terminated by a temple of a lofty ſtructure th 
path on the right bad appeared regular, exce pt hore 
and there ſmall riſings, in a direction almcſt perpendi- 
cular, on the top of which was creQcd an arch, bear- 
ing on an entablature an inſcription, which, at the dif 
tance | was placed, could not then be read: — that on 
the left was equally wide, appeared leſs regular than the 

other, nad none of thoſe alcents, but an equal number 
of arches, with inſcriptions likewiſe, unintclligible on 
account of the diſtance, 

I was about to enquire of my aerial guide the mean- 
ing of wliat I beheld, when with a ccleftial ſmile he 
bade me obſerve od learn. 

'FHEsE words were no ſooner uttered, than I faw an 
innumerable company ot both ſexes, and different ages, 
advancing to enter the roads. — The ſpirit that attended 
me waved a filver wand, and 1 inſtantly obſerved a 
number of winged boys, amazing beautiful, fluttering 
round us, and ſceming 1 intent, by irequently pointing to 
the temple at the end, to divert the footſteps of the 
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multitude towards the right-hand road. Some few at- 
tended to theſe blooming adviſers, but the greater part 
ſtened to the ſuggeſtions of three females of exquiſite 
charms, who appeared at the entrance on the left; 
their garments were rich and ſplendid, and on theit 
countenance ſeemed to ſet an everlaſting bloom of youth z 
they carried ſmall flips of gilded vellum on their hands, 
which they ſhewed to the multitude to attra& their re- 
gard l could plainly diſcover that on the firſt was 
written CONSTANT FESTIVITY ; on the ſecond, 
CONTINUAL DELIGHT ; — and on the third 
NEVER-ENDING PLEASURE. 

As the travellers continued their courſe, I was con- 
veyed by my friendly guide in ſuch a manner that we 
ſeemed to traverſe the air juſt over their heads, where- 
by I could diſcern their every motion. 

WE were now ſo near the firſt arch, that 1 could 
plainly read the inſcriptions ; that on the left was INDO- 
LENT EASE,—through which the multitude paſſed 
with every apparent ſymptom of careleſs mirth ;—the 
other en the right was LAUDABLE INDUSTRY, 
which the few travelling that road had ſome difficulty of 
attaining, by reaſon of the ſteep aſcenrat the entrance 
but who, on their raiſing their eyes to the little bloom- 
ing ſylphs, received immediate aſſiſtance by their ex- 
tending wands of ivory, on which were inſcribed in ſil- 
ver letters, THE AIDS OF VIRTUE ; — theſe they 
no ſooner touched, than they gained the ſummit, and 
paſſed the arch with a calm but grateful ſatisfaction. 

Trex diſtance of one road from the other was, at the 
beginning, but a ſmall ſpace, ſo that thoſe on the right 
received many opprobrious taunts from the others, for 
taking fo much unneceſſary pains in paſſing the arch, 
when they had gone through theirs with infinite eaſe 
and pleaſure,—lI alſo obſerved, that there were croſs 
paths, which led from one road to the other ; tolerably 
eaſy at the beginning, but ſo ruzged when farther ad- 
vanced, eſpecially from the left to the right, that ſome 
who would fain have entered were diſmayed ; however; 
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they drew near the temple, the croſs paths ceaſcd, ſo 


CALM TRANQUILITY on the right. 


entered the roads prepared to enter the temples.—n- 


but a prodigious number had failed on the left; ſome 
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I beheld a few who had proceeded far in the left hang 
road, and who, being encouraged by the little celeſtial 
had fortitude enough to perſevere, notwithſtanding tj, 
inſinuations of the three females, who envleavoure; by 
every inſidious art to reſtrain them, upbraiding them 
at the ſame time with leaving the promiſed happinef], 
expreſſed on their ſcrolls, _ 

T1 Aso obſerved with infinite ſurprize, ſome who 
had entered and attained many aſcents on the rigiy 
turn aſide and mix with the gay unthinking multituce 
on the left. | 

WHEN they had paſſed all the arches, I beheld, 23 


that it was impoſſible for either part to join the other, 
[ caxNoT remember every of the inſcriptions; ſome 
few, however, I am able to recollect; as LUXURY, 
SENSUALITY, VOLUP'TUOCUSNESS, LIBIDI- 
NOUS DELIGHTS, and WORL.DLY GRAT|- 
FICA'TIONS on the left; GENEROSITY, PRC. 
DENCE, TEMPERANCE, CHASTLITY, and 


Tx arches paſſed, the remainder of theſe wlio had 
deed few who had engaged on the right were miiling, 


reached no farther than the arch of LUXURY, and 
then dropped into a gloomy cave, many of which were 
placed on one ſide of the arches; ſome attained VO- 
LUPTUOUSNESS, and then diſappeared ; — many 
fell at LIBIDINOUS DELIGHTS, and, in ſhort, ſo 
few paſſed the laſt arch, that tho' at the beginning their 
numbers far ſurpaſſed thoſe on the right, yet on enter- 
ing the temples, the latter had rather the advantage. 

WHEN we drew near to the portal of that on the 


right, the travellers were received by a benevolent ſpi- 


rit, who halling them in a melodious voice, bade'them 
enter, and receive from VIR'TUE herſelf the reward 


of their tolls. | 
Mix friendly guide attended me into the preſence of 


the goddeſs, who was ſeated on a throne of ivory, er- 
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formed and horrible! 
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--hed with diamonds; her garments were at once mo- 
ſeſt and elegant, and fo divine an emanation beamed 
dom her eyes, as inſpired all around her with celeſtial 
ſenations; with a placid and heavenly ſmile ſhe wel- 
omed them to her temple, where Perfect Felicity wait- 
ed to crown their warfare. I was extremely unwilling 
to leave this delightful place, eſpecially as, methought, 


the Goddeſs deigned to ſmile on me alſo, who had not 


experienced ſuch numerous difficulties; but my aerial 
guide compelled me to be a witueſs of the reception of 
the other travellers. | 5 | 

AccoRDINGLY he tranſported me to the left-hand 
temple, where a ghaſtly phantom waited to reeeive the 
deluded company, with a countenance betokening re- 
venge and tury. I ſhrunk back at his appcarance, as 


did alſo thoſe who waited for admittance ; but a {-cret 


power urged them to advance, and fulfil the words of 
this gloomy porter, . ho with a voice diſmal and hollow 
as the pins of Erebus, ſaid, © Enter, and receive 
from VICE the utmoit of your deſerts.” 

' WE ſoon had a diſtinct view of the malignant power, 
whom radiant Truth had diveſted of her fallactous gar- 
ment, that we might behold her as ſhe really is, — de- 

HR votaries ſtarted with inconceivable diſmay at 
her appearance, always imagining her more beautiful 


than thoſe three females who had firſt enſnared them 


to the left-hand road,—'T hoſe allo now advanced, ar- 
rayed as at firſt; but no ſooner had Truth darted one 
look, than they appeared (except Vice herſelf) the moſt 
execrable phantoms that can be imagined ; they till 
held the vellum ſcroll in their hands, but inſtead of .the 


before-mentioned words of CONSTANT FESTIVE. 


TY, CONTINUAL DELIGHTS, and NEVER- 
ENDING PLEASURE, written in letters of gold; 


there now appeared in bloody characters, ET ERNAL 
REMORSE, EVERLASTING DESPAIR, and 


NEVER-ENDING DEATH. 


HE gloomy empreſs of this dire abode now waved 
an ebon wand, and inſtantly a cave fraught with every 
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woe, opened at the pitchy throne ; into which, amizg 
the ſhrieks and groans of ten thouland deluded wretche,, 
long inhabitants of the diſmal void, the affrighted tra. 
vellers were hurled. 

Tux terrible outcry rouſed me from this affeQing 
viſion, and I awaked in the greateſt perturbation imz- 
ginable.— Thus you ſee, Emily, what an amazing ef. 
fe your remarks have occaſioned in your friend 

Adieu, my dear girl, I have as it were juſt ſnatched 
time to ſend you the foregoing, as I almoſt regret every 
moment that is not {pent in the chamber of dear Mr; 
Ramſay, of whom I hope I thall ſhortly be able to ſend 
2 better account.—She is indeed, Emily, very indiffe. 
rent; ſo that, except vourſelf, I know not one perſon 
in the world who ſhould engroſs the leaſt portion of the 
preſent hours ſo much valued by SyLvia BIVXIRI I. 


LETTER: XXV. 
Miſe Mus GRAVE to Miſs Bevery. 


HAN K heaven, Sylvia, part of our affliction is 
leſſened by the return of Charlotte, who, like a 
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female prodigal, appears with the deepeſt contrition for 

her late breach of duty. | p 
Pap A has received her with ſuch paternal forgive— 

neſs, that unleſs her heart be more ſuſceptible of bad 

impreſſions than I ſincerely hope it is, I believe 1 may } 

venture to declare that ſhe will never be guilty of a de- 

viation from duteous affection. SE | 


How does my Sylvia imagine this change in Char- 
lotte's ſentiments was wrought ? not by the interpo- 
fition of thoſe blooming ſylphs alone, whom you ſo 
charmingly deſcribe in your pathetic dream ;—no, in- 
deed, my friend! how far their beneficent influence 
might corroborate the attempts of a mortal, I know not, 
but we are aQually beholden to honeſt Harry Pembroke 
for her firſt return to duty. 
Tarts aſſertion will no doubt ſurpriſe you, till I ſhall 
clear up the ſeeming myſtery. — Thus then it was: 
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amiga i TAE fugitives, attended by the vile Morton, had de- 
etche, Miſtermined the gay kingdom of France ſhould be their 
bra tour; accordingly, after ſlaying two days in Lon- 
don, they ſet out tor Dover, but the wind being very 
ins MY bizh on their arrival at that port, and continuing fo for 
ome days, they were fearful of venturing to Calais. 


tra. 


| ima. | Sig 6 o 
ng el. Ta1s obliged them to remain ſecret during their ſtay 
7 4 in England, for fear of any purſuit my dear father migit 


tcheg MW make alter them; though this they needed not to have 
every apprehended, as lus diſtraction rendered him incapable 
Ma, of fuch meaſures; but behold | they met with a diſco- 
\ ſong very where they leaſt imagined it. V ou may remem- 
life. ber that 1 informed vou that Harry accompanied his un- 
erſon de to the ſouth of France about a month ſince, for the 
f the WM recovery of his health; from which place the Duke has 
RLY, received ſo much benefit, that his nephew obtained per- 
| miſſion to make a trip to England, under pretence of bu- 

| ſineſs ; but (if I may believe him) a deſire of ſeeing my 
ladyſhip was the molt prevailing fpur toward viſiting his 

native kingdom; and imagining the ſurprize would be 


n is agreeable, forbore any mention to me of his deſign, 
1 x landed at Dovei on the very day the guilty pair 
for and my ſiſter intended to embark for Calais. Soon af- 

ter his arrival, he chanced to ſee Charlotte at a win- 
'Ve- dow, ready equipped for the voyage. 
had Tux houſe being a public one, for the reſort of all 
nay perſons, he entered without any ceremony, impatient 
des to enquire if I was with her. On being ſhewed the 

| apartment, in which alſo was Lady Suſan and Morton, 44 
8 he obſerved a viſible embarraſſment both in her Lady» 1 
bo- ſhip and my ſiſter, the former ruſhing out of the room 14 
ſo with ſuch rude precipitancy as greatly amazed him. Mor- NI 
in ton alſo ſoon diſappeared, and Charlotte would have fol- 111 
ce lowed, but Mr, Pembroke caught hold of her gown, ſay- bY 1 
t, ing at the ſame time, © for heaven's ſake, Miſs Muſ- th; | 
ke grave, what is the reaſon of this behaviour.“ | 1 

Cu ARtorrTE deſired him, with marks of evident 

al confuſion, to let her follow Lady Sufan ; adding, that 


buſineſs of conſequence obliged her to be in haſte. 


cas 
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HaRRy has ſince declared, that at that moment }, 
apprehended ſomething of the truth, to which the ſz}, 
of Morton greatly contributed; whoſe face he well te. 
membered, having once witneſſed to his being turne 
out of one of the public rooms at Tunbridge, for illich 
practices at the card table, ——He therefore reſolute] 
determined to know the truth from Charlotte, befor; 
4 would permit her to leave him;—to which intent hy 


aid, © Let my regard for your family, Miſs Muſgrave, du 
excuſe my ſeeming rudeneſs, but before I proceed, an. *" 
ſwer me, I beg, how you and Lady Suſan fell into com- * 
pany with ſo deſpicable a wretch as Him who juſt let 
the room?“ | 3 d 
CHARLOTTE would have buſtled away with a fey gy 
reproachful airs, but Harry remained inflexible ; ag ſ 
then demanded if Papa knew of their being at Dover? ; 
to this ſhe made fome evaſive anſwer ; till at length, 


overcome by his ſteady refolution of knowing the whole, 
ſhe confeſſed that her Ladyſhip had taken the tour un- 
known to any one, and that they had intended going 
to Calais that hong | 

O hearing this Mr. Pembroke rang the hell, and 
enquired if the lady and gentleman who left that room 
about half an hour before were yet in the houſe, bing 
determined, if poſſible, to part her Ladyſhip from her 
ſcandalous paramour; but he was anſwered by the wai- 
ter, that they had taken a poſt-chaiſe and four the inſtant 
they left the room, in which was placed their ſever 
boxes, &c. and had ordered the boys to drive towards 
London, | 

O hearing this account, Charlotte's courage en- 
tirely forſook her; ſhe burſt into tears, exclaiming, 
« Perfidious Lady Suſan, is it thus you repay my at- 
tachment to your foibles?—Oh Mr. Pembroke, how 
ſhall I ever be able to meet the juſt reſentment of an in- 
jured parent.“ | 3 5 
HaARRx endeavoured to compoſe her, and propoſe 
inſtantly ſetting out in purſuit of them, though he hint- 
ed that hg was fearful the intent would prove fruitlels, 
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as they no doubt proceeded on a different road from 
what they bad declared; but that he would, with her 
approbation, immediately order a chaiſe, and ſet off 
for London. | 

CHARLOTTE, with all the bitterneſs of reflection, 
acquietcd with this propoſal, on which the chaiſe was 
got ready. But as they were leaving the room, the, 
maſter of the houſe produced a bill for their expences 
during their ſtay at Dover, adding, that both the lady 
and gentleman had told him ſhe would diſcharge the 
whole, as they could not poſſibly ſtay till it was made out. 

Pook Charlotte's dilemma was now too great to be 
deſcribed ; on inſpection ſhe found the bill amounted to 
near fifteen pounds, which ſum was infinitely more than 
ſhe could pay; and ſhe had alſo the mortification to find, 
that in her Ladyſhip's hurry ſhe had taken every thing 


ing all packed up together ready for their embarkation. 

SHE, however, was not reduced to the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of ſoliciting Mr. Pembroke to diſcharge this 
account —The generous Harry hearing the demand, 
and being a witneſs to her dilemma, inſtantly paid the 
whole without the leaſt enquiry, When Charlotte, un- 
able to expreſs her acknowledgments, ſeated herſelf in 


ordered the drivers to proceed, with as much expedi- 
tion as poſſible, to Canterbury, He made frequent en- 
quiries after the indiſcreet Lady Suſan, and her diſſolute 
companion, but received not the leaſt information 
through the whole journey; they reached London early 
in the evening, when Mr. Pembroke, after ſeeing her 
fafe in — Square, took his leave, promifing to call 
next morning, and, if agreeable, to attend her to 
Richly Park. VVV Os 
_ He then left Charlotte to her own reflections, which 
were not very entertaining, you may believe, Sylvia.— 
My ſwain was as good as his word, and yeſterday morn- 
ing about eleven o'clock, as I was fitting in my dreſſing- 
om (which overlooks the court) reading for almoſt the 
OL, II. 


that belonged to her with the reſt of the baggage, be- 


the chaiſe ; my gallant ſwain placed himſelf by her, and 
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fiftieth time your amuſing letter, on a ſudden I was rouſed 
trom my agreeable employment by the ſound of a carri- 
age driving imartly towards the houſe. | 

I 800K knew the livery to be Mr. Pembroke's, at 
which, Sylvia, I acknowledge with my uſual frankneßs, 
lat leaſt to you) that my fooliſh fiuttering hear; did vi- 
brate a little, that is certain ;—but joy and aſtonuhment 
conſiderably encreaſed, when | ſaw Harry hand Charlotte 
from the chaiſe ; I lew down ſtairs with the utmoſt pre- 
cipitancy, [cit the ſhould occaſion diſorder in the Counteſs 
or Papa, by a too ſudden appearance, and was fortunate 
enough to ſee her firſt. | 
PooR Charlotte no fooner beheld me, than with 
viſible marks of contrition ſhe graſped my hand, ſaying, 


% Dear Emily, let me beg vou would convey me ſome- 


where in private for a ſhort time, before I appear before 
my offended father.“ | 

As I judged this was no very proper time ſor-enqui- 
ry, I juſt ſatisfied the impatience of my ſwain, by per- 


mitting kim to kils my hand, (which I verily thought he 


would have devourec) and after charging him not to 
mention Charlotte's arrival, I conducted my repentant 


ſiſter, unſeen, vp a pair of back ſtairs, te my dreſſing- 


room, where my time was employed for above an hour 


in ſpcaking the moſt comforting and ſoothing words, to 
enable her to go through the intended interview with 


Papa; aiter which TI lett her with Hawley, (who is re- 

ally a good woman) while I went down ſtairs to conſult 
with Harry, but J found the youth and Papa together in 

the ſaloon, 2 6 


My dear father, amidſt all his unhappy reflections, 


appeared infinitely rejoiced to ſee him; and on my en- 
tering the room he ſaid, nd My dear Emily, where were 
you when Mr. Pembroke came?“ — Then turning to 
Harry, without waiting my anſwer, he continued, 
How happy am I amidſt all my ſuſferings, to have 


one child I yet can call ſo; receive her from me as the 


greateſt bleſſing you can covet. Oh! Mr. Pembroke! 
you know uot half her worth,—ſhe is, indeed, a child.“ 


TAE ANCHURET: 12 
This tender ſpeech occaſioned the tear to ſtart in my 
eyes, which Harry obſerving, and imagining, by Pa- 
pa's endearing declaration, that he was authorized to 
regard me from that moment as his own; he caught 
me in his arms, and preſſed my lips with fuch uncom- 
mon fervour, that my face was inſtantly covered with 
2 crimſon glow. 5 
H ſoon perceived that he had been rather too vio- 
ſent in his proceeding, therefore gently quitting me, he 
looked a little filly, but bowed reſpectfully, and beggec 
my pardon for the liberty he had taken : fo penitential 
a requeſt I could not avoid granting; and then turning 
to Papa, I ſaid, © You ſee, dear Sir, how fatal it is to be- 
ſtow ſuch affectionate epithets on your Emily before this 
boiſterous youth, who has confeſſed himſelf my lover; 
ſince, no doubt, (nay, I muſt believe it ſo as an excuſe for 
him) that was the reaſon that urged him to be thus 
daring.” En | | | | 
+— I had finiſhed this ſpeech, the culprit ſeemed 
ready to tranſgreſs again; while I, impatient to break 
the ſecret of C 
him, but accoſted Papa by ſaying, ** You were pleaſed, 


dear Sir, to declare juſt now, that you had one child 


whom you could call ſo,—what would my beloved pa- 

rent ſay to his Emily, if ſhe ſhould produce him another, 

on whom he might beſtow the ſame endearing title.” 
« I you mean Mr. Pembroke, my Emily, (anſwer- 


ed Papa) I am certain I ſhall have no reaſon to regard 


him in any other light,” 


THis ſtricture, on my intended deſign of introducing 


Charlotte, I did not expect; therefore, for a few mo- 


ments, in my turn, looked a little diſconcerted, , while I 


could obſerve infinite delight ſparkle in the eyes of my 


enraptured ſwain..-However, ſoon recovering myſelf, 
I continued to addreſs Papa by ſaying, * That you en- 


tertain an high opinion of Mr. Pembroke I know, Sir, 
otherwiſe I am certain you would not recommend him 
to your Emily; but, for the preſent, let me aſſure my 


dear Papa, that he is not the caild I would be thought 
S 2 | 
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to mean= at this inſtant I would fain be underſtood to 
ſpeak of another daughter — V es , my ever dear and 
honoured father, (continued I, obſerving he ſtarted at 
the word) would you permit your Emily to introduce, 
were it poſſible, your repentant Charlotte?“ 

5 Charlotte! (haſtily interrupted Papa)—mock not 
my ſufferings, child ;——that ungracious gul is too far 
corrupted by her abandoned mother, ever to think gf 
returning to her duty.” 

« B not too haſty 1 in your concluſions, Sir Robert, 
(replied Harry, ſmiling) may J beg you would anſwer 
me one queſtion, which is, that if I, or any other perſon 
had convinced Miſs Muſgrave of her error, and had 
then conducted the trembling contrite maid to your pre- 
ſence; would you extend a parent's pity, and—forgive 
her?“ 

* Heaven grant I had the trial! (returned papa] 
but, till that arrives, I know not how 1 ſhould behave ;— 
yet hom came you, dear Pembroke, (continued he) to 


know the leaſt of what I have ſuffered? To which 


Harry anſwered, “A ſhort time, I hope, Sir Robert, 
may clear up this and greater myſteries: but let me re- 
ſume the topic of Miſs M uſgrave; ; let me hear you fay 
you would forgive her; you muſt indeed vou muſt,” 

HERE I joined ? Mr. Pembroke with ſuch ardour, that 
Papa, greatly moved at our united endeavours to gain a 
pardon for one whom, as yet, he could not believe fo 
near, at length replied, © Your ſolicitations have almoft 
ſubdued my V reſentment; and was my Charlotte preſent, 
appearing with that contrition you ſeem to think ſhe 


feels for her paſt indiſcretions, 1 believe—l ſhonld—for- 
give her.“ 


TE door now, on a ſudden, opened, and my ſiſter 


ruſhed in , throwing herſelf at papa $ feet, and exclaim- 
ng Let me then, unworthy as Jam, receive the wiſned- 
for pardon from you, my dear, my injured parent!“ 
Her feelings were too exquiſite for farther utterance, bit 
a a torrent of tears ſoon gave eaſe, and claſping Papa's 


*extended hand, ſhe laid, 66 And does my indulgent father 
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-ondeſcend to forgive his repenting daughter? I do 
do- (anſwered he) riſe Charlotte thou art again 
my child.“ : | 

HERE the ſenſations of both (nay, indeed, of us all) 
were too affecting to be properly deſcribed ; but, after 
mutual congratulations, and Harry's promiſing to deliver 
z particular account to Papa, of every circumſtance 1 
« of have before related, it was agreed that I ſhould break 
the affair to the Counteſs as ſoon as ge but this 


rt, intent proaed needlets, by her Ladyſhip's now entering 
er me ſaloon, having been apprized, in a proper manner, by 
on her woman Hawley. | | | 1 
ad SHE received Charlotte with polite affection, yet 
e- betrayed a degree of heart- felt woe on enquiring concern- 
ve ing Lady Suſan. e | 


Ms. Pembroke waved the ſubjeQt bby only ſaying, that 
a) though he could not directly promiſe, yet he ſincerely 


hoped that a ſhort time would return her Ladythip to 
0 her duty, and make her conceive a juſt abhorrenc* of 
h ner indiſcretions.— He then endeavoured to turn tlie 
„ con verſation on more general topics, which, at length, 

1 had the deſired effect; therefore I ſhall, for the preſent, 

7 Sylvia, follow my ſwain's laudable example; and, after 
; h 


wiſhing our dear Mrs, Ramſay a ſpeedy recovery, I 
will drop a ſubject that has, for ſo long a time, employed 
the ſcribbling faculties of your EMiLy MosGrave, 


LETTER XXVI. 
Miſs BeverLy to Miſs MusGraAve, 


JXATERE it poſſible, Emily, my preſent ſufferings 
could receive alleviation, the return of your 
ſiſter to her duty would conſiderably delight me 


but, alas! the ſevere illneſs under which the worthy 


Mrs. Ramſay at this time labours, entirely engroſſes my 
every faculty, and all ſenſations of joy appear fled and 
gone from the boſom of your Sylvia. 3 

TR indiſpoſition, which we at firſt flattered ourſelve 


was trivial, has greatly encreaſed; the dear woman i 
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remorſeleſs force ſeems to baffle the ſkill oſ her phyſician; v reco 


| her —Pray for your friend—pray for my more than 


aid, © My beloved Miſs Beverly, it is not this moment 


finding myſclf poſſeſſed of reaſon at this inſtant, I have 
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now attacked with a violent fever, whoſe excruciatu ven 1 


Poor Frederic's filial duty and affection is now hen, in 
ſtrongly depicted in every word and action, that he ne och you 
ver appeared ſo amlable as at this criſis.— But as tende“ Y © 
ſenſations, at this melancholy period, would be impro he fathe 
perly expreſſed, we ſeem as brother and ſiſter, muty. Whis key » 
ally engaged in one common affliction; while our ever; jelly has 
aſſiſtance is jointly allied, to adminiſter all the relief in ylife at 
our power to our dear our beloved mother. y han 

ALL gracious heaven, prevent what I this inſtan J. mayft 
dread —Oh! Emily! I am now ſummoned to attend NV onder 


effect! 


mother, —Adicu. | | ecket b 
Is CONTINUATION. _ 
OH! my Emily ! what a ſcene am I returned from! {MW Pax 


if poſſible, let me command mu eyes from flowing till {pliitec 
I have told you all, leſt tears ſhould obliterate the traces {Walone. 


of my pen. 3 WI 
O entering the chamber, I beheld the dear woman Hand Je 
raiſed in bed by her attendants, and Frederic on his tee ic 
knees by her ſide; —when ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ordered every ion, 
one to leave the room but her ſon and myſelf ;—1 then {Wiceme 


he fo 
ith 
The 
ls pr. 
Of 1 
A 


kno! 


flew to the bed-ſide, and kiſſing her burning hand, ſaid, 

as I moiſtened it with my tears, My deareſt Madam, 

what can your Sylvia do to give you eaſe ?”—— 
REGARDING me with eyes exquiſite tenderneſs, ſhe 


only that I have been ſenſible of your affection; but as 
the decrees of all-gracious Providence are inſcrutable, and 


ſent for you and Frederic that I may diſcloſe a ſecret, {Wſent 
which, till now, I was unable to diſcover.” — Then lo; 
looking at us both with equal placid love, ſhe continued, Neov 
addreſſing herſelf more particularly to Frederic. ber 

«© My dear children (you eſpecially, my ſon) have | 
often hinted, that there was ſome myſtery in my life 
which I ever ſtrove to conceal ; and though to the will of 


1 r Wenne r . 
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atineaven I readily ſubmit in all its divine decrees, yet, as 
clan; My recovery appears doubtful, the time is now arrived, 


w ehen, in conſideration of your being both equally dear 
e ne. och your juſt curioſities ſhall be ſatisfied, i © 
n& «You, Frederic, ſhall no longer aſk in vain, who 
pro- Nhe father was from whom you owe your being ;—take 
utu- nis key, and in that little cabiner, which dear Miſs Be- 
very ech has often admired, you will find the whole detail of 
f in life and misfortunes.” Then turning to me, and preſſin 


y hand with a mother's fondneis, ſhe ſoftly ſaid, 
J mayſt thou be happy, my fweet child; —I cannot 


end {Wonder at Frederic's being conquered by thy amiable 
han Nperfections: —Y es, my dear Sylvia, I have long in 


ecret beheld his paſſion, and though his birth may 
lim ſome merit, alas ! in every other reſpect he fall 
ar ſhort of thy deſerts But I can no more.“ 1 

n PRESSING our hands with a divine compoſure in her 
U 1 | 
WE left the chamber, and, after ſending in the nurſe 
n Wand Jenny, Iretired to my dreſſing- room, where I gave 
115 Pree ſcope to my with-held tears; yet in all my deep afflic- 
ry on, the calm tranquility, with which the dear woman 
ſeemed to wait the king of terrors, brought tomy mind 
he following words of the inſpired DoQor Y oung, who, 
ith devout energy, declares : 155 


The chamber, where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileg'd beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heav'n. 


e bnow the ſecret of this dear woman's life, ſeems, at pre- 
„eent, entirely ſuſpended, by the only wiſh that now em- 


| {Wis my every thought — a conſtant prayer for her re- 


eovery —in this I am ſenſible my friend will join with 
1 SYLVIA BEVERLY: 


! 


ADIEv, my Emily, the curioſity I have long had, to 


plitted eyes, ſhe bleſſed us both, and then begged to be 
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ance of her valuable life. 


doubt his diſcretion, and therefore bade him commu- 


LETTER XXVlI. 


From the ſame, to the ſame. 


| i | 210 | 
EJOICE with me, my Emily, when I ſhall in . 
form you that our dear, our amiable Mrs. Ram able, 

i „ no judged out of danger. —Laſt night, thro th Ms 
care and {kill of her phyſician, aſſiſted by the indulgentl ars, 
hand of heaven, the fever abated, and is now brought tolM |:icly 


an intermiſſion, which they pronounce favourable to u et le 
wiſhes; ſo that we may yet expect a longer continy-M comn 


| Wxrrx I only to expreſs my joy and gratitude for ll Ch 
this unexpected bleſſing, I ſhould write for hours on nol ©arti: 
other ſubject; but I muſt now liſten to the ardent de- tel 
ſire of reſtrained curioſity, and attend Frederic, who, 
though he has been in poſſeſſion of the ſecret mentioned WM T 
in my laſt theſe three days, has yet forbore inſpecting it, 
till the welcome declaration of his mother's being pal 
danger ; and even when that was pronounced, he, with F 
the moſt filial duty, offered to return the ſealed paper to o 
her hands, without gratifying that curioſity he has ſo 
long wiſhed to indulge. 

THe dear woman applauded his reſpectful reſtraint, yet 
told him, with a benign ſmile, that ſhe could no longer 


nicate the contents to me; and, knowing the friendſhip 
that ſubſiſts between me and my Emily, ſhe has allo 
conſented to my imparting the whole to you, —1 am this 
inſtant deſired to attend to this long-concealed hiſtory of 
our dear and amiable mother, and will, as ſoon as poſſible, 
tranſmit the whole to my friend, till when farewel. S. B. 


In CONTINUATION. 


I AM juſt returned from hearing the important ſe- 
cret. Important indeed, Emily Good heavens — 
what a tranſition, from one extreme to the other, has 
been experienced by this amiable == Oh! my frier v 
I know not what word ſhould follow ! — yet a women a 


l n 
Hy % 


— 
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he undoubtedly is, though raiſed by birth to claim (ac- 
cording to the ſtile of worldly diſtinctions) a higher title 
By me, indeed, without that conſideration, were it poſſi- 
ble o beſtow a more exalted epithet on one df the female 
race, the higheſt might be juſtly appropriated tothe ami- 
able, the ſuffering Lady Silena Mellville. 
MEgTHINKs I can obſerve the ſurpriſe my Emily be- 
trays, at reading this new-acquired title of her, who ſo 
lacly was regarded ouly as our dear Mrs, Ramſay ;— 
bat let me deſiſt from farther digreſſion, and, by re- 
commending the incloſed to your . peruſal, ſolve every 
;maginary doubt. When you have gone through the 
whole, let me have your unfeigned ſentiments on ſome 
particulars, which, at preſent, rather flatter than depreſs 
tie hopes of — your SYLVIA BEVERLY, 


The Memoirs of Lady SILENA MELLVILLE. 
Written by herſclf. 


F being deſcended from a long race of illuſtrious an- 


ceſtors (whoſe ſons might boaſt of bravery, and their 


daughters of virtue) could inſure felicity, the writer of 
theſe ſheets had not felt the rigour of an adverſe fate: 
But, alas! not birth, fortune, or (what is infinitely more 
valuable) honour and integrity, can exclude the approach 
of rigorous misfortunes ; eſpecially when one alien from 
moral rectitude, by fatal indiſcretion, urges the force of 
dire calamity. To 

I was the youngeſt child of the Earl of *****F—a 


nobleman of conſiderable fortune in the North of Scot- 
land, poſſeſſing an eſtate of fifteen thouſand pounds a 
year, beſides a large ſum in the Bank of England, deſign- 


ed as portions for me and my ſiſter: this was accumu- 
lated by prudent ſavings from the family eſtate, which was 


entirely to deſcend to our only brother Lord Mellville, 


a youth of ſhining qualifications, and intrinſic worth. 

IT had pleaſed heaven to deprive us of our mother, 
when we were fo young, that through the indulgence of 
a tender father, we hardly felt the loſs. | 

Vor. II. 3 


n 
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Trnus happy we lived, reſpeQed and beloved, till the 
fatal rchellion 10 Scotland, in the year 1745. I was, at 
that time, about eighteen; my ſiſter, Lady Margarc, 
a year oder; and our brother juſt twenty two. 

Wu the firſt news of this traiterous intent reached 
my father, loyalty and affection to the beſt of lovercign,, 
engaged him to uſe his utmoit efforts, to aſſiſt as much a; 
pollible againſt the encroachments of the young heuer 
lier tor which purpoie he raited, from his own purſe 

a regiment of valiant High Pls Hang and determined is 
Bp them himſelf as Colonel, intending that my 
brother thould act under him as Captain. But what was 
my tather's ſurpriſc and diſappointment, when, on men- 
tioning the propoſal to his jon, who had en 3bſent 
trom home a ſhort time, he heard him not only refpſe the 
offer, but utter the moſt treaſonable and reviling wires 
againſt t te ſacred perſon of his lawful ſovereign. 

”Ovk worthy father's amazement did not hinder his 
aſſuming a parent's authority ; and ftimulated with an 
honeſt aud loyal zeal, he dem aded of his fon, where he 
had acquired ſuch new and deitructive pripciples? char- 
ging any as he valued his bleſſing, to renounce his error, 
or never ſes him more. 

Mu brother, who, till that fatal hour, had never diſ- 
puteda father's command, but ever yielded an implicitobe- 
dience, now began to utter ſuch expreſſions, as fully con- 
vinced the Earl, that ſome inſidious ſtickler of the Ro- 
muh church had been inſtilling his penictous counſels into 
the hitherto uncorrupted boſom of his ſon, 

Ou dear father, therefore, ſtrove at firſt, by mild and 
Lentle methods, to return Rank to the duty he owed his 
king, his country, and himſelf, (and what was more t0 
be Seemed) his eternal welfare; but whoeyer the vile 
agent was, he had found means to plant his deſtructive 
notions too fir mly to be ealily rempvyed, fo that my father 
had the mortification to find his utmoſt efforts were as 
ineffectual, as the ſike means would have been to reſtrain 
the fury of the ſavage tyger, or more furious pard. 

Perceiving every argument was vain, reſentment ſuc- 
cceded naternal forbearance cal for his fovereign's 
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cauſe inſtigated him to forget the ties of nature, and he 
inſtantly baniſhed our deluded brother from his houſe 
and preſence ; who, immediately, with a daring effron- 
terys protiounced—** Duty farewel !—the only portion 
I will now poſſe ſo, ſhall be a ſteady adherence to the hopes 
and fortune of Charles the third.“ 

W1TH theſe words he left us, and we never beheld 

him more 

THE behaviour of this Ileus tel youth ſat heavy on 

the heart of our father, and, to add farther to his afflicti- 
on, my ſiſter, Lady Margaret, in leſs than three 
months, was privately married to a young adventurer 
in the Pretender's army, 

Tuls was a freſh opening to a painful wound, fo that 
the Earl, my father, appeared finking under the we ht 

of ſuch accumulated diſtreſs, = Never ſhall I forget his 
athetic ſpeech, the eve before the decifive baitle at 
Culloden,—taking me in his arms, he ſaid, weeping over 
me,“ My dear, my beloved Silena, what a miſerable 
fituation is mine! duty to my King calls me to exert mx 
whole power to aſſiſt him —Yet how can I think of 
engaging in combat, when, perhaps, your brother, my 
ungracious boy, may fall by a father's hand !—Diftract- 
ing ; thought !—But hence thou ſoſt parental fondneſs,— 
nor longer enervate my fluctuating heart Has he not 
broken through every tender tye, "by ſpurning duty and 
affection from him? He no longer regards me as a fa- 
ther, then why ſhould J ſuffer this effeminate weakneſs ! 
— No, let him find, that though gentle entreaties 
availed nothing, I have yet an arm to puniſh :— To pu- 
eee Alas, my child yet, oy he is my 
on! 

Is this diſtracting ſuſpence, between loyalty aud pa- 
rental tenderneſs, did my unhappy father paſs the night; 
1, who had ever loved my brother, exerted the moſt 
perſuaſive arguments to engage the Earl not to approach 
the field of battle the whole hours that preceded day- 

light were ſpent in ſuch attempts, and J had juſt ob- 
tained his promiſe of ſtaying with me, when Lord 
2 2 


140 THE ANCHORE T. 
M——, an intimate friend and companion of my f. 
ther's arrived, and, with the utmoſt preclpitancy 
urged him to the field, 1 

Tux calls of honour and a parent's fears now, fy; , 
few moments, ſtrove for ſuperiority ; but, alas! +, 
former, aſſiſted by the powerful eloquence of Lord 
, obtained the victory ;—in a fatal hour he 
went, leaving me, his weeping child, overwhelme; 
with woe. ; 

IT is impoſſible to deſcribe the anguiſh that I felt fo. 
many ſucceeding hours; and yet even that anguith wa, 
heightened, when early in the evening a litter arrived. 
whereon lay my beloved father covered with wound 
and blood. Heavens! what a fight was this !—was jt 
poſſible for a child to bear the ſevere conflict, without 
experiencing the meſt excruciating grief, or ſinking be- 
neath the preſſure of affliction This taſk I was deſtin. 
ed to endure ;—the ſhock was too much for my tender 
frame to ſupport :—Nature, unequal to the trial, ſhrunk 
within; and I lay for ſome hours without ſenſe or motion. 

Ware I once more beheld the light, I found myſcl; 
on a ſopha, ſupported by ſervants; and near me a per- 
ſon, whom I did not then remember, but afterwards 
recollected to be the nephew of Lord M „a young 
gentleman named Harnilton, who had ſolicited my fa- 
ther's conſent to be admitted as a lover. After ſtaring 
wildly round me for ſome moments, and at length re- 
membering the diſmal occaſion of my ſufferings, I haſ- 
tily enquited for my father; the ſervants anſwered me 
by evaſions, which not proving ſatisfactory, in the 
height of diſtraction I addreſſed my ſelf to Mr. Hamilton, 
who advanced towards the ſopha with marks of reſpeQ- 
ft tenderneſs, accompanied with perſuaſive eloquence? 
to adminiſter all the conſolation in his power; though at 
the ſame time, by diſtant hints, he left me no hopes cf 
ſceing my father alive. Whether it was the will of hea- 
ven that prepared my mind to meet the fatal truth with 
proper reſignation, or whether it was owing to the 
manner in wiuch it was delivered, I know not, but 1 


* 
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ceived the account of the Earls death with infinitely 


tancy, Whore compoſure than might have been expected by any 
ne who had beheld my ſufferings at the ſight of the 

tor » nangled body. 
[ts A cHiLD's duteous afflictions I undoubtedly felt; but 
Lo Mot with that violence which might have proved fatal 


ir hs ho my life :—vet how did my tears encreale, when, two 
med Gays after this unhappy cataſtrophe, Mr. Hamilton in- 

ſo med me in what manner I had been deprived both of 
eder and a brother.—Iis affecting narrative was as 
follows: 

AFTER the Karl had been engaged for ſome hours in 
the laudable employment of aiding his ſovereigu's caule, 
my unhappy brother (who had the command of a de- 
tachment from the rebel army) ſurrounded by a party 


355 by an impoſſibility of his eſcaping. | 
PATERNAL tenderneſs, at that inſtant, roſe & ſuperior 
to loyal conſiderations, the Karl quitted his poſt, ruſhed 
to the reſcue of his * ee ſon, and turned his ſwo d 
againſt thoſe who aimed at my brother's life. A gen- 
tleman of rank in the king's intereſt fell by his hand, — 
| another was wounded,—in ſhort, he ee to effe T 
a= almoſt incredible 1 ; "till at length OVerpow- 
= ered by numbers, both the father and the {on fell un- 
2 happy victims to the fatal indiſcretion of my deluded 
i brother! 
Born were ſtigmatized as traitors, and my father's 


e conduct was ſo aggravated to thoſe in power, that the 


, family eſtate became forfeited to the crown. 
TaiTs latter part of my misfortune, I did not then 


fore I recovered the united loſs ſuſtained on that fatal day. 

Mz. Hamilton's former prepoſſ:Mons iu my favour 
were nothing leſſened by theſe misfortunes ; on the coa- 
trary, he expreſſed ſo much both of the lover and the 
friend, that I became ſenſible of his exalted merit, and 
promiſed to be his whenever he received his uacle's 
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unfortuaately, in the heat of the battle, he obſerved 


of the king's troops, and- whoſe death ſeemed ingvit- 


ſo much as think of, but it was a conſiderable time be- 
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conſent for an union. Lord Mv was then 
London, whither he went immediately after the vich 
ry; and this nobleman acting in the capacity of a "2 
rent to my lover, by his being early left an orphan, i 

was highly neceſſary to wait his approtation ; and thi 
Was regarded as no obſtacle to my wiſhes, in confideri 
tion of that friendſhip, that for ſo many years had ſy, 
ſiſted between his lordſhip and my deceaſed father. Bu 
how were we diſappointed, when on his return, an, 
being informed of his nephew's defire, he not only ex. 
preſſed his entire diſapprobation, but ftrifly enjoine 
him, as he valued his protection, to break off all inter. 
cout ſe with me for ever; alledging, as a cauſe for bis re. 
ſentment to the unfortunate Silena, the fatal error 9 
my brother, and the traiterous behaviour (as he term. 
ed it) of the Farl my father, 

Mx. Hamilton would have palliated theſe ſevere re. 
flections, but his uncle remained ine xorable; telling him, 
with cruel taunts, to adviſe me to fill up the meaſure d 
my rebellious family, by eſpouſing ſome deſperate ad 1 
venturer in the conquered troops of the ignorant Pre. 
tender, who might perhaps advance me to that honou: 
and affluence I had lately loft. 

My lover, though faithful to his ſovereign's intereſ, 
could not bear theſ> wounding ſarcaſms on me, whon 
he regarded in the moſt tender light; he therefore 30 
cuſed his uncle with malevolence, in charging me with 
the unhappy errors of my family. This irritated hi 
Lordſhip beyond the hopes of reconciliation, who im- 
mediately forbad him his houſe; and delivering up the 
writings of a mall patrimonial eftate in England, told 
him that he might follow the bent of his daſtardly in- 
clination, and hve in a ſtate of ſcorn and penury, with: 
woman who had only a pretty face to recommend her, 
So faying, he flung from him, and Mr. Hamilton jo 
Joon obeved the cruel injunction of his uncle. He flew . 
to me, related the whole converſation, except the ma- 
ny rigid expreſſions of his Lordfhip, refleQing on the 
memories of the unfortunate deceaſed. 


* 
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Hr then urged me to make him happy, uſed many 
cſuaſive arguments to reconcile our diſappointments, 
ad obſerved, that where an union of hearts was com- 
ete, there wanted few other requiſites to ſecure a per- 
nd th nent felicity. 

Is all his reaſonings there appeared conſiderable 
ad la Weight ; Love being a moſt powerful advocate to 


r. Bu cngthen his requeſt, 


1} 
n, 2v eis TENED with pleaſure to his perſuaſve eloquenee, 
3. Ah 
ly er. ad, conſidering only the future proſpect of being united 


en e man 1 ſincerely lovel, conlented to his delire. 


] c 

62 zut as Scotland now became di [zuiting to us both, we 
his re. termined to fix our moons in ſomè retired village in ian 
ror of osland—the county o Noriolk was preferred, 

term. orein Mr. Hamilton's 4 8 was ſituated, the income 


F which amounted only to three hundred pounds a 
car A trifle indeed to both, in conſideration of thoſe 
xncfations we had the greatcit reaſon to imagine 
ae ia ve fallen to our lot. 

[ HAD indeed flattered myſelf of poſſeſſing half the 


ure of 
e ad. 
Pre. 
\now ngland, and which he deſigned as portions for me and 
ns ſiter; not knowing whether that alſo would be for- 
cited for the unhappy tranſgreſſions before-mentioned. 

had never heard of Lady Margaret ſince her clandeſ- 

tine union; therefore could not tell whether a demand 
Had ever been made of what the undoubtediy imagined 
Jher right; but while my thoughts were buſied in conſi- 


Uering how to apply for this money on my arrival in 


ereſl, 
hom 
e 90. 
with 
his 


| im- 


the B-- gland, a circumſtance appcared to daſh all my expec- 
told tations, 2 and made me more than ever bemoan the fatal 
in. error of my deluded brother. 


ha Is looking over ſome papers of Lord 'Mellville” 1 


er. Wo hich had lain unregarded ſince his leaving us, I found 
ton Ds letter directed to him, which was written in the. 
ew French language, and on in{p2Mon perceived, with 
1. inänite ſurpciſe, tae ſignature ef Charles R. at the bot- 
he tom. Ithen proceeded to read the contents, which con- 
liſted of proper Kno wlsdsments for the receipt of five 


um which the earl my father had placed in the bank of 


i 


WH 
jt 
+." 
4 
Wt! 


4 
q 
i 


e 


Ir Do IIS oe 
— — — — 
— — 


144 THEN Ne HGRE F. 
thouſand pounds; allo for the promiſe of as much more, 
with faithful aſſurances of its being repaid with done 
the value, on the writer's aſcending the throne (; 
England. | 

So conſiderable a ſum I was for a long time unable th 
imagine how my brother had procured ; but by pry. 
ceeding ſtill farther in my ſearch, I had the mortiticy. 
tion to find, by copies of his own letters to diffcre; 
commanders in the Pretender's army, that, irritated by 
my father's behaviour, he had, in the height of rein. 
ment, procured a falſe power of attorney, wherchy le 
was entitled to fell out the whole ſum from the bank, 
which our indulgent parent had intended for ray dite be- 
dient ſiſter and myſelf; ſo that my hopes were entirc; 
deſtroyed, and, except an inconſiderable ſum of roy 
ariſing from the ſale of the houſhold effects of the al 
my late dear father, I came a beggar to the arms of Ar. 
Hamilton :—of this I faithfully aſſured him before our 
union, but the generous youth received the declaration 
with ſuch elevation of ſentiment, that inſtead of repin- 
ing at my poverty, I really rejoiced, that by this cir- 
cumſtance I was aſſured of his diſintereſted affection. 

ON our arrival at London we ſtayed but a fhort 
time, and then proceeded to Norfolk, where we ſoon 
ſettled ourſelves at SS—, a ſmall but neat village, Mr, 
Hamilton's eſtate laying contiguous to our dwelling, 
(which little habitation he purchaſed for a ſmall ſum] 
and here it was I can juſtly fay I experienced a great 
degree of that happineſs, which many gloomy and cy- 
nical writers would infinuate is not to be enjoyed in this 
mortal ſtate of exiſtence happy in each other, and by 
united efforts ever defirous to preſerve the lamp of love 
alive, we poſſeſſed real felicity, without which glittering 
domes and velvet beds are dungcons fraught with hor- 
ror !/—Here all was calm tranquility and joy, —Friend- 
ſhip rivetted our willing ſetters, and Love might be ſaid 
to reign untainted, and without the leaſt allay to damp 
the ardour of its pureſt flame. 

AMBITION, with its towering head, reccived no 
welcome reception from either; and I, willing entirely 
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to affront the gigantic phantom from any diſagreeable 
iatruſhions, reſigned all pi etenſions to that title which my 
birth might have claimed; glorying more in being ac- 
coſted by my pooreſt neiglibour with the ſimple appel- 
lation of Mrs. Hamilton, than I once had been, when 


addreſt by the firſt peer of the realm as Lady Silena 


Mellville. 

Ov days flowed on in uninterrupted harmony, and 
wore a contiuual round of the ſame delightful employ- 
ments, To give a journal of one day, might ſuffice to 


* * 


form an idea of the circling year. . 
W᷑E roſe early, and after paying our ſincereſt adora- 
tions to the Author of our being, we walked (when the 
weather permitted) for about half an hour, in a plea- 
ſant garden, which owed its blooming fragrance to the 
labour of my hand, and then returned to breakfaſt; af- 
ter which Mr. Hamilton either amuſed himſelf with 
reading in his ſtudy, or walking over his grounds, 
which were let to ſeveral poor but honeſt farmers, with 
whom he would diſcourſe, and ſeldom failed of giving 
me infinite delight at his return, by repeating their art- 
leſs harangues. 15 
DuRING his excurſions, I amuſed myſelf in domeſtic 
affairs, or by endeavouring to alleviate the diſeaſes of 
my fellow-creatures, by adminiſtering every aſſiſtance 
in my power; for which purpoſe I ſtudied ſimple Na- 
ture more than phyſic; and by many years obſervation 
J have learned, that ſmall aſſiſtance from foreign drugs 
is neceſſary, our own clime producing in almoſt every 
hedge or mead, innocent and efficacious remedies for the 
natural diforders incident to induſtrious moi tals :!—by 
this I would be underſtood to mean ſuch as the tempe- 


rate laborious peaſant may be ſubject to as for thoſe 


diſeaſes acquired by luxurious living, floth, or debau- 
chery, they never came under my immediate notice z 
therefore, perhaps thoſe who bring upon themſelves 
violent ailments, muſt have recourſe to violent medicines, 
INFixITE were the rewards I received from my 
grateful patients; no cutes ever performed by a Fo- 
Vol. II. | 1 


arrival, the chief of whom was the amiable Lady Be 


ILSS 
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thergill,—a Eromfield, —or a Hawkins, met with great. 
er applauſe, or received greater acxnowledgments; it i, 
true, no golden fees were teadered, but I received why ſettlit 
J valued infinitely more, —honeſt prayers and unfeigacd 
bleſſings from guileleſs ruſtics —theſe amply repaid the 
utmoſt of my ready aſſiſtance. . 
Wu we had dined, we either walked, or amuſed 
ourſelves in receiving or paying fome ſocial viſits, a. 
mongſt a tew ſelcct titends we had made on our fir 


veily, mother to vir Edward, who was the only perſon 
| acquainted with the fecrct of my former life, 

IHE day was ended in the ſame manner as we had 
begun it, by begging protection of that Power we had 
ever adored. Thus tianquil and unſullied pailed our 
lives, without experiencing any ot thoſe ſtings of ever- 
waking conſcience, the conſtant attendants of : emorie 
and guilt, | | | | 

To add ſtill farther to our felicity, in leſs than a 


twelvemonth after our reſiding at S, I was per- 

mitted to indulge my delighted Frederic by preſenting n 
him with a ſon.—B Never was an heir to the greateſt ef. 1 
tate in England received with greater joy; the honeſt N 
tenants ſeemed enmivus to expreſs their artleſs tran- 0 


ſports.— Rural rejoicings were celebrated through the 
whole village, and every face betokened delight and 
pleaſure, | | 

I G6avr him the name cf his enraptured father, ear- 
neſtly praying, while it was expreſſing, that he might 
reſemble him in every inſtance of his life. 

Ix this requeſt. I have been hitherto gratified, ſince, 
at that moment, I only wiſhed him to inherit thoſe lau- 
dable perfections which my beloved Frederic then poſ- 
ſelſed,—Oh ! thou divine Diſpoſer of events! grant he 
may eſcape that future, fatal rock of indiſcretion, which 
wrecked his father's peacc—his mother's joy! _ 
IN leſs than three years after this happy period, Lord 
Brampton, a young nobleman of conſiderable fortune, 
arrived at S, to ſpend a few ſummer months with 
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vis uncle and aunt Maſham, two worthy people, with 


whom we had contracted a ſtrict intimacy from our firſt 


ſettling near them. 

Tux v informed us of his intended viſit, and expreſſed 
great ſatisfaction in introducing their nephew to our ac- 
quaintance z and, indeed, his Lordſhip ſeemed to metit 


our utmoſt approbation his perſon and converſation 


were both extremely agreeable ; he had acquired, by 
travel, a competent knowledge of men and manners, 
without appearing to have received any of thoſe taints 
ſo frequeatly incurred by the grand tour in ſhort, the 
only foible I could at length perceive, was one adherent 
to his native country,—l mean play ;—vet even this 
would he frequently condemn, when any topic on that 
nature was ſtarted ; though I have the greateſt reaſon 
to believe, that his complaiſance to the company, who 


expreſſed their diſapprobation of this purſuit, (joined to 


a deſign to ſcreen a cruel intention) occaſioned him to 


acquieſce with their opinions. How often have I heard 


him declare his abhorrence of the intoxicating employ- 


ment, particularly in thoſe, whoſe elevation and rank 


ſhould oblige them to ſet better examples: and once, 
with pleaſure, I heard him rclate the following anecdote 
of Caſimir, the ſecond King of Poland. 

WIL IT Caſimir was Prince of Sandimir, he won, 
at play, all the money of one of his nobility, who, in- 
cenſed at his ill fortune, ſtruck the Prince a blow on the 
ear in the heat of paſſion ;—he fled immediately from 
juſtice, but being purſued and overtaken, he was con- 
demned to loſe his head; yet the generous Caſimir de- 


termined otherwiſe, © I am not ſurpriſed (ſaid he) at. 


the gentleman's conduct; — for not having it in his pow- 
er to revenge himſelf on Fortune, no wonder he ſhould 


attack her favourite.“ - After winch he revoked the 


ſentence, returned the nobleman his money, and de- 
clared that he alone was faulty ; as he encouraged, by 
his example, a pernicious practice, that might termi- 


nate in the ruin of hundreds of his people. 
| 2 
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LoD Brampton would dwell 
with ſuch ſeeming approbation of the Pri 
as would have inclined an 
ing ſuch purſuits ;—but 
his diſingenuity, 
Silena found. 
SIMILARITY of ſentiments, in cve 
but this, (which his Lordſhi 
ceal) occaſioned him and my beloved 
e conſtant aſſociates; of this I at firf 
ed, but loon,—too ſoon, had I re 
Opinion ; and, in a ſhort time 
friendſhip left the deſigning foe open to my view. 
$ the inſinuating Brampton Jud 
relations would bc an 1 
his cruel purpoſe, and dreading 
1e would frequently engage 
to accompany him to a ſal! 


one to a belief of his deſy. 
» Alas! in this 
as, by fatal experie 


my ſcrutinizing Ihr, 
My dear credulous Frederic 

villa about ten miles if. 
tant, where reſided one of his companions, who had 
learnt, like the perfidious pee 


| IT, tO pild the deſigning 
gambler with an appearance of artleſ; ſincerity. 


ILSnALIT not dwell on many particulars of this de- 
ſtructive connection, or lepeat my tender 
to Mr. Hamilton to be Cautious of hi; Peace, the which 
Was occaſioned by his frequent returys fo S—, with 
evident marks of having loſt that ſerenity he formerly 
Poſſelſed. All I could urge was ineffeclual, he had 
rank too deeply of intoxi ing draught, which 
ation not the ca- 
nor the harmleſ ſmiles of his 


| 5—and though his outward 
behaviour teſtiſied the ſame affe g: 


; ion, his mind was fa. 
tally alienated from thoſe laudable duties, which before 
Parent. 


Overwhelmed every tender conſider 
reſſes of his faithfil wiſe 


THOUSAND lacking appreh 
the ſerenity of my life was clouded by a Prophetic ima- 
Elnation of thoſe ills J was doom 
withſtanding I would frequently en deavcur to reſiſt an- 
ticipatiou » the horrid proſpect of what ! dreaded, would 


on this circumſtance, 
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nce, Wiſh upon my mind like a mercileſs torrent, and bear 
lut, Mown all before 1t.—Small rays of hope would ſometimes 
(pil. MWincrvene, at which, like a ſinking wretch, anxious to 
cred cure the leaſt ſhadow ot preſervation, I would 
ed Leadeavour to reach; but even thoſe, ſlender as they 


ap cared, vaniſhed in one moment, on the re— 


ee ceipt of the following letter, which 1nvolyed the wretched 
on- dena in thoſe real evils ſhe had ſo frequently appre— 
1 to ended: It came from my dear deluded Frederic; the 
bic- words were theſe: 8 | | 


« DISTRACTED ſ—ruined [both in mind and for- 
tine !—How ſhall I be able to relate my ſituation to my 
—Silena ?— Wile, I dare not ſay !--No, my inſured 


15 love, my fatal indiſctetion has broken the tender tye.— 
et Wl Curſe on my credulity, which engaged me to liſten to 


the deſtructive artifice !—the fatal purſuit of infernal 
play, to which I have been drawn by the perfidious 
Brampton, has wrecked my every happineſs, — How 
ſhall I tell thee that thou art—(Oh! horror, horror | 
thou att, my Silena, heggared by thy — dare 
not name the ſoft endcaring title—curſe on the fatal o- 


e caſion that forbids hut | rave; rave in all the bhitter— 
ls neſs of madneſs [my difordered brain will not permit 
h me to dwell on the dreadiul ſubject long enough to relate 
h particulars — let it ſufhce to ſay, that J have not one 
'v Bk ſhilling in the world that I can call my own: —all, all 
d devoted to the infernal artihce of Lord Brampton, He 
h is in poſſeſſion of all, and, perhaps, this very night may 
by turn thee out to want and penuary !—My child too — 
's Diſtrattion ! do I deſerve the name of parent, who 
0 thus deprives him of that little all he had a right to ex- 
5 pet ?!—PBeggared by a father's hand !l—By heaven! 1 
e cannot bear the thought — Yet let me ſummon the 
ſmall remains of reaſon I have left, and endeavour to be 
calm while I mak? this laſt requeſt Such it muſt be, 
Silena, ſince it is utterly impoſſible I can ever ſupport 


another interview with one I have ſo much wronged,— 
Baniſhed from your ſight, I will endeavour to expiate 
your wrongs by a voluntary retirement to ſome ſe» 
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as he is, let him never know the cauſe.— This I ftrial 
| enjoin, with only one condition, which is, that whe 


ing truth with fortitude. 
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queſtered retreat I will fly, far from the haunts of / 
deſigning men, where, in ſupplication to offended * 
ven, I will breathe forth pray ers for your continual j, 


Won 
ons v 
cadl ful 
quent 
eAMIN 
all th 
y hart 
ar me 
chat 
ghtec 
emed 
oe. 

| Al 
rag 


« THts then is my requeſt, —which, by the paſt 1 
membrance of our former loves,— by every conſider, 
tion, both human and divine, I beg you to fulkl,—\, 
ver let my injured boy know the ſecret of his unhapgr 
father :—Conceal from him his birth and hereditary he 
nours, that he may not curſe my memory : — Beggur 


it ſhall pleaſe heaven to call thy ſpotleſs foul,—whenthq, 
apprehendeſt thy laſt moments are arriving, then, an 
not before, thou mayſt divulge the important ſecre 

rovided he appears diſcreet enough to bear the alarm. 


« Mar heaven preſerve him ſafe from that fatale. 
ror which has proved his father's ruin — May its 4 
mighty ſuccour raiſe my Silena a friend, by whoſe he 

neficence ſhe and my injured boy may be preſerved {ron 
that penury my fatal indiſcretion has occaſioned, 

«© SURE the mention of heaven has endued me wit 
calmneſs; — my frenzy ſeems abated by its poweri 
name, elſe can it be imagined I could guide my ber 
thus tranquil and ſerene amidſt a thouſand ſelf-accuing 
horrors ?—therefore, leſt I ſhould rave again, and wound 


ſtill more thy gentle boſom, let me haſte and bid a af ne t 
farewel to thee and to my boy.—Remember, ria; T 
remember, my beloved Silena, thoſe injunctions re hat 
tive to my fatal ſecret ; which believing you will fulfil, s He, 
the only ſatisfaction at this time experienced by him, Men 
who in happier days could ſubſcribe the endearing titles AP"! P 
of — lover, —friend,—and—huſband now, alas! on- ble 
y the wretched, (would I could add—gulltleſs) 5 
FRED ERIC HAMILTON, en 

P. s. Let not my Silena's compaſſion endeavour to yh 
ſeek her unhappy criminal; all ſearch will be in vain, 5 


ſince before this reaches "RY I ſhall be at ſuch 2 
diſtance as will elude all enquiries,” | 
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WorDs cannot deſcribe the leaſt of my painful ſen- 
ons when I had gone through the whole of this 
-adful letter, which took uÞ a confiderable time ;— 
quently did it drop from my hand, and often did my 
eaming tears obliterate the heart-wounding contents, 
all the horror of diſtraction J ſnatched to my boſom 
y harmleſs infant, who was engaged in innocent play 
ar me, preſſed him with ſuch emotion, and ſhedding 


of yi 
ed ley 
ual ph 


Paſt f 
Mider: 
—\\; 
thang 


ry a torrent of tears, that the little cherub was at- 
ou Whyhted at my ardour, ſhrunk from my embrace, and 
tri med by his amazement to demand the reaſon of my 


oe, 

[ ADDRESSED myſelf to him, unmindful of his ten- 
rage, ſaying, Mu dear boy, my beloved Frede- 
N, we never ſhall again behold thy father! — He is 
ne, my love, for ever fled from thee and thine un- 
appy mother.“ | | | 
Ar theſe words, as if he underſtood the ſource of his 
vn wretchedneſs and mine, claſping his little arms 
Found my neck, he ſaid, © Hope papa will come again.“ 
Qurrx overcome by this innocent reply, I had juſt 


when 
n thoy 
1, an( 
ſecret, 
arm. 


tal er 
its a 
ſe be. 
5 

om 
with ear me; my ſweet infant experienced the utmoſt afflic- 
erf 


5 ' 1n 
„Den 


pon my knees, and with his artleſs embrace ſeemed to 


e it on a mother's care z—and even in this diſtracted 
bund tuation, methought an inward monitor ſuggeſted to 
lat Ne to live for him. 72 

ial; Tuts, in ſome meaſure, rouſed me from indulging 
cla. Nhat deep-felt forrow which might have endangered my 
„se, or at leaſt my ſenſes. The power of innocence 


im, 
itles 
on- 


revailed; I put myſelf under the immediate direction 
pf Providence, and implored its gracious aſſiſtance to en- 
Eble me to bear this ſevere trial with becoming fortitude, 
As ſoon as I could relate the fatal truth with tolerable 
x, eompoſure, I made Lady Beverly acquainted with the 
"t0 
in, 


wer to diſengage my ſelf from him, and {unk in a chair 


Bon which his little heart was capable of; he climbed 


hole. This amiable friend (who had ever from our 
Erſt knowledge of each other treated me as a child) 
| 2 lared my aflition, and promiſed me all the aſſiſtance 


152 THE ANCHORE'T 
in her power; purpoſing to inform Mr. and Mrs, Mia 


ſham of the whole tranſaction, on their return fen bo; 
London, (whither they went on the illneſs of a relatg, cou 
a ſhort time before this unhappy event) and hoping tee © 
they might convince Lord Brampton of his faulty c ban 
duct, and prevail with him to relinquiſh his pretenſots MI ſure 
to the eſtate which my deluded Frederic had Impry- will 
dently loſt. | | led, 
Bor alas! we were under the power of a man wh, i bo; 
now appeared the real villain, which character, as Ihe the 
fore hinted at firit, he attempted to conceal. In hs ö 
than a week after the receipt of the foregoing dread the 


letter, while my heart yet bled at every recollection, 
received an epiſtle from his Lordſhip, filled with he be 
moſt fulſome and diſguſting phraſes, and (oh proſtiiuiion W. 
of the name) urged love for me as an excuſe for his per- th 
fidy to my unſuſpecting Frederic; and intimated, that ut 
if I would conſent to an action my ſoul ever thrunk t 
think on, he would not only re-inſtate me in that inde- | d 
pendence Mr. Hamilton had loſt, but would make { 
conſiderable addition thereto. 


STUNG to the heart at ſuch infamous propoſals, I an- , 
ſwered his mean, his cruel letter, in words to this effed. 

« WER it poſſible that I ever could have imagine 
ſuch vile ſentiments dwelt under the appearance of pro- | 


feſſed friendſhip, I ſhould ceaſe to wonder at the unde- MM | 
ſerved treatment I have received from Lord Brampton; 
| who, not content with defrauding (I can give it no 
other title) an unſuſpecting man of his little all, wound- 
ing his peace of mind for ever, occaſioning him to fly 
the embraces of a beloved wife and harmleſs infant, and 
wandering in a vain ſearch of that happineſs you have 
robbed him of, but muſt even inſult that wretched 
. wife with infamous propoſals —propoſals, which were 
WW ſhe but to liſten to, would fink her as deep in guilt as you 
| already are,—No, my Lord, believe the unhappy Si- 

lena when ſhe aſſures you, that ſhe will meet ſtaring 

want and penury without a murmur,—happy in the con- 
| ſciouſneſs of that virtue you can never rob her of, 
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« THE time may perhaps arrive, when my beloved 


boy may be able to call your lordſhip to a ſevere ac- 
count for the injuries you have perpetrated and intended 
to both His parents then, Brampton, tremble l—the 
hand of unerring juſtice, aſſiſted by honeſt integrity, will 
ſurely puniſh thy cruel and undeſerved behaviour h 
will thy. perfidy ſtand the ſhock ?—affrighted and appal- 
ſed, methinks I fee thee vanquiſhed, conquered by a 
boy but remember, that that boy will be aided by 
the juſtice thou wilt want ! | 

« | BRAVE the utmoſt malice of thy cruelty ;—come 
then, my lord, fill up the meaſure of thy noble atchieve- 
ments, and turn the poor Silena and her infant from their 
home leave them expoſed to indigence and miſery, 
whilſt thou reveleſt in luxury aud eaſe, by an addition to 
thy fortune, raiſed on the ruin of a man, who fondly 
miſtook a villain for a friend. f 


„ Tayixk not that I will be an humble ſupplicant, 1 


defpiſe the thought !—tor aided by Heaven and Virtue, 
ſooner than change ſituations with the affluent Lord 
Brampton, I will continue, for an age of poverty, the 
wretched, the injured,  SILENA HAMILTON,” 

Tuls letter had the effect I foretold, in two days af- 
ter I ſent it, the ſteward arrived with full authority, un- 
der my deluded Frederic's hand and ſeal, to take poſſeſſi- 
on of every thing, except our cloaths and furniture. 

I was aware of this, and, therefore, accepted the 


invitation of the Lady Beverly to be with her,—lt is 
impoſſible to deſcribe the affeQing countenances of the 


honeſt tenants, when they found themſelves under their 
new landlord ;—all ages, from the grandfather to the 


Child of ten years old, grieved at our misfortunes; tho? 
I begged the fatal truth might be concealed as much as 


e for fear of any reflections on the memory of my 
eloved Mr. Hamilton. — But my tell- tale countenance 
fully betrayed ſome calamity, the which was ſoon whiſ- 


pered in uncertain conjectures through the whole vil- 
lage, —which made me with for a removal from that 
once loved retreat.— The amiable Lady Beverly per- 
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ccived my deſire, yet took no notice of it, till the Arrival 
of her ſon, (the worthy Sir Edward) about a year and 
a halt atter. 

HE returned from Portugal, at which place he had 
been deprived of his Lady, who went to Liſbon in hopes 
of receiving benefit from the air of that climate, ſhe de⸗ 
ing in a deep decline. 

His lovely little Sylvia, attended by her nurſe, ac- 
companied him to 5 , ſhe was at that time an in- 
tant not quite a enn old, but beautcous as 2 
cherub. Sir Edward poſſeſſed the ſame henign diſpoſi- 


tion as his amiable mother, and being made acquainted 


with my unhappy ſtory, inſtantly. promiled me his 


friendſhip and aſſiſtance. — Joon perceiving (not with- 
ſtanding my gratetul attachment to Lady Beverly) that 
was diſagreeable, fince my cruel ſeparation 
from Mr. Hamilton, he 2<nerouſly propoſed my reſiding 
at a houſe of his at C- in the county of, 


which 1s my preſent habitation, and where I have 


dwelt ever ſince my dear Frederic was little more than 
five vears old. 

I HAD heard nothing more from the crucl Lord 
Brampton, whoſe uncle and aunt Maſham never re- 
turned to S „they both dying in a ſhort time aſ- 
ter each other while at London, of a putrid fever, with 
which their relation had expired the day aſter they 
reached the capital; — and by which occurrence Vice 
ſeemed to be rewarded, as Lord Brampton was become 
poſſeſſed of conſider able [-gactes by the bequeſts of both, 
Who, ignorant of his vile action and intent, had heaped 
additional riches on one undeſerving of their notice or 
regard. 

ow could a man, poſſe ſſed of ſuch affluence, think 
of detaining the little ſupport of a family, made miſer- 
abie by his cruel and perfidious artifices ? — But in that 
boſom where Vice reigus, every ſocial and bencficent 


principle 15 totally extir nated Oh! how different was 


ihe humane, the diſintereſted conduct of Sir Edward 


Beverly —ſuſceptible of virtuous impreſſions, he liſteu- 


* 
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ed to the dictates of the Heavenly Monitor, — cauſing 
my grateful heart to leap for joy. _ 

I lefs than three months after his arrival at S——\, 
he informed me, that the houſe at C——— (named 
Meadfield) was ready for my reception, whenever ! 


choſe to enter it.—] received this generous offer with 


ratitude, and aſter taking a tender farewel of Lady Be- 
verly, and the innocent Sylvia, Sir Edward accompanied 
me aud my dear boy hither; I found the houſe, tho? ſmall, 


infinitely too elegant for my humble ſituation, and, there- 


fore, begged that Sir Edward would ſuffer me to obſect to 
many parts of the furniture on that account ; but the ge- 
nerous man, with an engaging ſmile, told me, that his 
mother had taken care to enable me to ſupport it ,—and 
then drew from his pocket the writings of an eſtate of 
an hundred and fifty pounds a year, which I was to re- 
ceive, free of all deduRions, in quarterly payments, 
from a perſon he ſhould appoint to collect the rents, 
without the leaſt trouble or incumbrance to me. 

A Look of ſilent admiration was the only return ! 
was able to make for this unparalleled generoſity of the 
amiable Lady Beverly, whoſe delicacy in beſtowing her 
bounty equally charmed me. 


Sis Edward ſtayed with me a weck, promiſing a 


conſtant intercourſe, At parting, he ſaid to my dear 
boy—Here, Frederic, let me beg your acceptance of 
this, to buy you a little horſe, that you may be able, in 
a year or two, to take a journey, and vitit your ſiſter 
Sylvia, who will always be glad to ſee you.—T hen turn- 
ing to me, he ſaid, Dear Madam, I am now going to 
leave you; may Heaven reward that virtue you have 


ever adhered to, and preſerve you from all attempts of 


the infamous Lord Brampton,—the which, to effect, I 
think, at this inſtant, of an expedient to baffle his de- 


ſigns,this is, (in order to eſcape ſo dangerous an ene- 


my) that you ſhould change your name. 
I THANKED him for his caution, ſaying, with a me 
lancholy ſmile, that I readily acquieſced with his advice; 


and, therefore, begged that he would beſtow one he 
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thought moſt proper ;—he heſitated a few moments, and 
then ſaid, as I might ſometime, in converſation, hint 
my being born and married in Scotland, he thought 
that of Ramſay would ſuit, there being many gentesl (2 
milies of that name in the northern parts of Britain. 

THis appellation, therefore, I have ever, ſince that 
time, aſſumed; and my dear boy, being accuſtomed to 
it from ſo early an age, has always believed it to be ki: 
real name, 

Ox the departure of Sir Edward, I inſpected the pre- 
ſent he had made to Frederic to purchaſe the little horſe; 
but how was I ſurpriſed, when I ſaw a Bank Note of 
five hundred pounds: Infinite were my acknowledg- 
ments to all-gracious heaven, that had raiſed me ſuch 

friends in the hour of need I reſigned myſelf to its in- 
ſcrutable decrees, and endeavoured the utmoſt in my 
power to ſtruggle with that affliction, which the crud 
ſeparation of me and my beloved Frederic occaſioned. 

Tuus we lived for ſome years, without any thing 
material happening; at length, when my dear boy was 
near ſeventeen, I reccived the melancholy account of 
the amiable Lady Beverly's death ! — Sir Edward ſoon 
after paid me a viſit, and preſented me with five thou- 
ſand pounds, bequeathed to me by this dear and worthy 
friend. He then informed me that he was appointed 
Ambaſſador to Venice, and generouſly propoſed taking 
Frederic with him; on whom, he ſaid, he would con- 


* 


fer a lucrative and genteel employment, w hereby his fu- 


ture fortune might he eſtabliſned. 
NoTwITHSTANDING this offer was not to be re- 
jected, —a mother's fondneſs ſhrunk at the thoughts of 
being ſeparated from a duteous and only child, from 
whom ſhe had not been abſent one day ſincę his birth, 
The worthy Baronct perceived the conflict between 
gratitude and maternal ſoftneſs; and, with the moſt ex- 
quiſite tenderneſs, endeavoured to alleviate my ſenſati- 
ons, by comparing them to his own, in reſpect of part- 
ing from his beloved Sylvia, then twelve years old; ſay- 
ing, with a beneficent ſmile, I believe, dear Madam, 
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ye muſt make an exchange, and while Mr, Ramſay ac- 
companies me to Italy, my Sylvia ſhall remain with you 
xt Meadfield, — her diſpoſition is fuch, as, I am ſure, 
you will approve: — She has made already conſiderable 
progreſs in every female accompliſhment z and I knew 
no perſon, under whole inſtruction and tender care ſhe will 


to make farther improvements, than that of Mrs. Ramſay. 
Us WirHourT waiting for a reply to this obliging over- 
ture, he aſked my dear boy if he was willing to attend him. 
e- FRED ERIC's young heart, fired with a laudable am- 
b; bition to promote his future fortune, anſwered with ſuch 
of ardency of delight and gratitude, that Sir Edward claſped 
7 him to his boſom, approved his reſolution, and, in ſhort, 
h uttered ſo many obliging encomiums on my beloved boy, 
| that maternal fondneſs, before mixed with fears, was 
y now willing to applaud the intended ſeparation, 
| Ix leſs than a month every thing was ready for their 


leaving England, and the lovely Miſs Beverly was en- 
truſted to my care. | Os 
I SHALL not pretend to deſcribe the parting ſcene, 
as it may better be imagined than expreſſed even by 
the utmoſt powers of a mother's pen. 
AFTER an abſence of three years, Frederic returned 
| depreſſed in expectation, and in deep affliction for the 
loſs of his benefactor, the worthy Sir Edward, who 

died at Venice. = 
Every other occurrence it is unneceſſary to relate, 
as both my ſon and dear Miſs Beverly are fully acquaint- 
ed therewith. I have only to add, that after twenty 
years abſence from my beloved Mr. Hamilton, I ſtill 
remain ignorant as to what has befallen the only man 

on earth I ever loved. . 

On ! may the watchful eye of all- bounteous heaven, 
_ preſerve my Frederic from ſtriking on that fatal rock 
which proved his father's ruin May he ever liſten to 
the friendly admonitions ſo often inculcated by his genes 
rous patron ! and may he continue to live in that calm 
retirement to which he has been accuſtomed from his 
birth! — for ſenſible I am that the more he knows the 


F 
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inſidious ways of men, the more he will be apt. to . derefor 


claim with the young Numidian prince, wards 
It knowled ze of the world makes men perfidious, on 24 
May Juba « ever live in ignorance. ; RO 


_ T ( 
preſs } 


vou are 


LETTER Nun. 


Miss Muscravs to Miſs Bevery. 10 
HAVE this inſtant, Sylvia, finiſhed reading the vol 
contents of your obliging pacquet.— The memoirs of WY tually | 

our dear Mrs, Ramſay, though they occaſion infinite help tl 
matter for affecting ſenſation, contain no more in re. Ml The C 
ſpect of her birth than ! frequently believed; there Wl port, 
ever appeared ſuch elevation of ſentiment in her word; Wl cret, | 
and actions, as often inclined me to think ſhe was, Wl: reaf 
what we are now convinced fhe really is. | miltor 
Haeey for you, my friend, that Mr. Hamilton's in. As 
diſc:etions carried him from home. by which his ami- WM my la 
able fady remained uncertain whether he continued '" Wl fince 
the land of the living or not for my penetration, uf ed, A 
which you know I had cyer a competent ſhare) ute ſided 
me to believe, that could vour late father (the worthy Abbe 
Sir Edward) have heen aſſured that her Lads hip was plato 
in a ſtate of widowhood, he would have been PIN {wall 
that ſhe ſhould have e the name of — Bever — in- of M 
ſtead of Ramſay; and then a certain accompliſhed youth, to w 
and my Sylvia, had been brother and ſiſter in 500d Ing t 
earneſt. of al 
IT is ſome time ſince I looked over that part of the \ 
prohibitions relating to marriage, which begins with a y; 
man's not eſpouſing his grandmother, and fo forth; l gur 
therefore cannot tell, ſuppoſing the union before- men- I th 
tioned had taken place,; whether you and Frederic would cve 
have been reſtrained from entering into that holy ſtate 8 
by the alliance of vour parents: however, as from YOu 
earlieſt infancy vou muſt have really regarded each other ſon 
as brother and ſiſter, the very thought of a cloſer con- pre 


nection might have made you ſhuddef. 
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BuT theſe ſcrupulous niceties are now unneceſſary; 
therefore compleat the generous intent of Sir Ed 
towards the mother, hy receiving the fon as he could 
wiſh, You defired my ſentiments, Sylvia, ſo take this 
advice for the whole. | 

Sour particulars, you ſay, * rather flatter than de- 
ſpreſs your hopes. Ves, yes, child, undoubtedly ! 
ou are NOW Certain that your lover's birth will be no 
lifzrace to you; and as to any other conſideration, I 
am ſenſible Smithfield bargains were ever your averſion, 

FORGIVE my railtery, my ſweet girl, but I am ac- 


tually ſo much elated by this diſcovery, that I cannot. 


help thoſe volatile effuſions raiſed by ſupreme delight. 
The Counteſs, Papa, and Charlotte perceive my tranſ- 
port, but as you gave me no liberty of divulging the ſe- 


cret, I impute to them the recovery of Mrs. Ramſay as 
a reaſon; which name, the amiable Lady Silena Ha- 


milton, muſt be known by here. 


As to family affairs, they remain nearly the ſame as in 


my laſt; no news of the fugitive Lady Suſan z however, 
ſince Charlotte's return Papa ſeems rather more content- 
ed, and the Countels's affii tion appears ſomewhat ſub- 
ſided; ſo that I believe I ſhall ſoon return to Sedgeley 
Abbey, having received a preſſing invitation from the fair 
patonic Miſs Macclesfield: and notwithſtanding. my 
ſwain's earneſt defire that I ſhould exchange the name 
of Muſgrave for Pembroke, his ſighting worſhip is doomed 


to wait; ſince I am determined not to think of receiv- 


ing the important epithet ofſ—wife—till ſome happy turn 
of affairs may re- inſtate Papa in his former tranquillity, 
WILL not my S-lvia applaud this proof of filial du- 
ty; —certainly, — Sclf-denial is an arduous taſk ; and, 
entre nous, were it not for the reaſon above-mentioned, 


ſhould be inclined to pity my ſighing Strephon, and 


even take him for better and for worſe, 


SIR Rowland was here laſt Thurſday, and J aſſure 
vou, Sylvia, he was a meſt powerful advocate for his 
lon, begging that I would ſhorten the time of Harry's 
probation, as he termed it. No excuſe that I could 
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make would ſatisfy the good old Baronet, till I urge! 
real cauſe for my deferring our union; and then, giving 
me a hearty ſmack, he ſwore I was a good girl, and 


sylvia 
from e 


; and 1B 
worthy to ſet an example to my whole ſex for duty an, the ar 
aflection ; — adding, in his blunt manner, that an ob.. ſincere 
dient child could never make à bad wife. your 


Tus you ſee, Sylvia, how this pious refolutinn js 
applauded; every one beſtows many commendation, 
Except I need not ſay who——hut the youth must 
ſpeak patience to his hopes, for I am abſolutely deter 
mined to remain inflexible, e 5 

CHARLOTTE frequently declares that Mr. Pembrake 
will be revenged when once I am his, for dallying thus 


with his paſſion ;—but I entertain a better opinion of = 
him, elſe I would never ſtand the trial. —Pray heuen en 
I may not be deceived!— 77 = et 
Mex are ſtrange beings, undoubtedly; frequently ex- MW geve 
| hibiting as different aſpects as the two cardinal points o ejac 
South and North: in time of courtſhip warm and un- mid 
ruffled; but in a ſhort period after the prieſt has pu-. tb 
nounced the myſtic words, lowering clouds prognoſti deri 
cate the approach of a more ſurly ſeaſon ;—ſtorms ſuc- fart 
ceed ;—the northern tyrant retgns with chilling cold, der 
and we in vain regret the abſence of the warm and fort 
chearful ſouth. 
Ar this inſtant I imagine that IJ hear my Sylvia ex- in 
claim, For heaven's fake, Emily, a truce with your to 
provoking compariſons; conſider, my friend, I may ler 
now look on myſelf as one partly doomed to experience m 
the juſtneſs of your ſimiles: then pry'thee do not lead Wh 
me into an anticipation of ſuch dreadtul evils.” th 
'» WELL, then, I will obey, and for the preſent no de 
farther animadvert on thoſe oppoſite materials which B 
conſtitute the generality of men's compoſitions ;—how- 01 
ever, you need not fear any of thoſe turbulent bluſter- p 
ings. from Mr. Ramſay, —alias Hamilton, —eſpecially if 
he adheres to the interpretation of his name; for I be- ir 
lie ve, if I am not much miſtaken, that of—Frederic— 0 


is partly derived from Peace; a comprehenſive word, 
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gylria, and which I ſincerely hope may preſerve you 
from experiencing the contrary. 


edth 


Ving 


» and 1 BEG you would preſent my moſt ardent reſpects to 
Wand the amiable Lady Silena Hamilton, and aſſure her how 
obe. ſincerely her Wen luſtory has touched the heart of 
bur | EMILY Mus GRAVE. 
On 13 | | | 

10n5, EETT ER XXVII. 

. Miſs BEveRLY to Mrs. Mos GRAVE. 


fake ing the pleaſure which your lively letters ever af- 
11: WF ford your Sylvia; the recovery of my beloved Lady 
e Siena, has brought once more happineſs and joy, Hea- 


en WM ven heard my ſupplication, and now my; 


Amoſt powers 


are employed in grateful acknowledgrtights, With what 
Lr. devout fervour did the amiable ſuferer breathe forth 
5.0! ejaculations of praiſe to the M High, even in the 
. midſt of her excruciating painb; and, though anxiofts 
[- to be mingled with her kindred angels, the tears of Fre- 
ti deric and mylelt urged her to defire (for our ſakes) a 
105 further reſpite. With what benign expreſſions of ten- 
d, derneſs did ſhe receive her fon and me, after we had 1 in- 


1d formed ourſelves of her hiſtory. 
WEN I entered the chamber, I flew to the chair 


K in which ſat this patient ſufferer, and preſſing her hand 
ar to my lips, I exclaimed,—“ Will the amiable Lady Si- 
* lena Hamilton pardon the frequent want of reſpect which 
e my ignorance of her birth has occaſioned !”? 

d RCG ARDIN G me with a compoſed ſmile, mixed at 


the ſame time with expreſſive tenderneſs, ſhe ſaid,“ My 


Believe me, my child, it is not birth or grandeur which 
ought alone to claim reſpect; —a ſmall ſhare of merit 
proceeds from ſuch conſiderations. 

„Tux humble cottager, if poſſeſſed of honour and 
integrity, demands more real ve neration from the friends 
of Virtue, than the titled mortal, decked with many 

Vol ll. fo 
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\NCE again, my Emily, am I capable of enjoy- 


dear Miſs Beverly, why this needleſs complaiſance — 
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the honeſt peaſant may witii juſtice boaſt, 


penury.“ 


after expatiating on the atrocious-intent of his Lordſhip 


LS cas, 


% 


appendages of his ſovereign's favour, if deſtitute of wh; 


Or this you have a ſtriking inſtance in the yi, 
Lord Brampton could the pageantry of titled pony 
excuſe his breach of friendſhip, humanity, and every 
focial virtue ?—far from it !—But with infinite regret] 
have often ſeen, that thoſe whom the indulgent hand gf 
heaven has placed on high, (with the wile intent, ng 
doubt, that they ſhould ſhine examples worthy of imi- 
tation) deicend to actions fo mean and deſpicable, that 
their pooreſt vaſſal would bluſh to be accuſed of.” 
TI LisTexNED with ſilent admiration to this incompa— 
rable woman, who tenderly embracing me, ſaid, © Tx. 
cuſe me, my dear Miſs Beverly, for ſo long dwelling on 
a fubje& which I am certain your good ſenſe has often 
tuggeſted but I could not iuffer my beloved Sylvia to 
accuſe herfelf of a want of refpeQ to me, who, had it 
not been for the unbounded generoſity of her farily, the 
mult have been plunged. in all the horrors of abjed 


SHE would have proceeded, but I begged her to fer- 
bear, nor wound my heart with a repetition of her ſuf- 
ferings. | 

FREDERIC now entering the chamber, a tender ſcene 
between this amiable mother andion ſucceeded, When 
the tranſports of both were ſomewhat ſubfided, Frede- 
ric (fired at the recollection of Lord Brampton's perfi- 
dy) dwelt on that part of his injured mother's letter, 
wherein ſhe propheſted revenge through his means; and 


for ſome time, he ſaid, © Yes, my deareſt madam, if 
it is poſſible to find the abject villain, this difgrace to 
peeraze, be aſſured your Frederic's arm will feek re- 
venge, and do juſtice to yourſelf and my unhappy father,” 
THis was what the amiable Silena feared, - who an- 


ſwered with exquiſite tenderneſs, © My beloved child, 


forbear -I want not this proof of thy affection; — it is 
enough to near thee exprets.a proper reſentment, with- 


out ſecking to endanger thy valuable lite, by attempting 
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to puniſh one, who, (if yet living) may by this tine 
perhaps be ſorry for what he has already perpetrated j 
even if not fo, I charge thee, as thou valueſt my b., 
ſing or affection, to forego all thoughts of ſuch an unt 
taking. Already has thy mother known enough of nu 
ſery, without a child's endangering his life, even in zue 
a cauſe then let me inſiſt on your faithful promiſe, to 
think no more on what my aggravated ſufferings at that 
time made me write; when thy infant ſtate hindered 
all thoughts of danger on thy account, elſe my pen had 
not expreſſed ſuch violent threatenings. When your 
filial duty would have returned the unſealed papers to 
my hand, Diſcretion was what I then urged, and heped 
you would adhere to ;—let me not be deceived, Frede+ 
ric Never haſt thou yet ſwerved from a child's obe- 
dience, then do not refuſe to acquieſce with my preſent 
requeſt, nor by ſuch an intent raiſe from wiſhed oblivion 
the memory of thy dear deluded father's indiſcretion.” 
'Tars, and much more to the ſame effect, at length 
extorted a faithful promiſe from Frederic to think no 
' more on what appeared to give his amiable mother ſo 
. much anxiety ;—though J am certain no other conſide- 
ration could have availed ; and only the ſtrength of filial 
affection, conquered the ſuggeſtions of laudable re- 
ſentment. 5 
On! my Emily! it is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſe- 
veral emotions which appeared on his countenance when 
he knew the ſecret of his birth ;—the paper, in a man- 
ner, dropped from his hand; he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly 
on me; while joy, mingled with fearful ſuſpence, ſeem- 
ed to ſpeak the utmoſt ſecrets of his ſoul. 308. 
Hs earneſt look, ſo full of expreſſive eloquence, oc- 
caſioned infinite confuſion in me I felt my face and 
neck covered with a crimſon glow, which he at length 
perceiving, withdrew in an inſtant thoſe intelligent 
glances, and proceeded with his amiable mother's hiſto- 
ry. When he arrived at that affecting part, which de- 
ſcribed his behaviour and innocent reply after the ab- 
ſence of his father, I was unable to reſtrain my tears; 
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which occaſioned ſome tender ſentiments and expreſſion; 
from him ;—in ſhort, Emily, the whole was produgiyc 
of many intereſting circumſtances; but I ſhall forbear 
dwelling on particulars, otherwiſe I might expect a lit- 
tle of my lively friend's raillery, let it ſuſfice to ſav, tha 
my ſwain, (to uſe your epithet) never ſince I kn 
him, appeared happier than at preſent, on my account 
—at leaſt. „ 5 

I suoprosk your penetrating Ladyſhip will eaſiy 
gueſs the reaſon, though I would not have you imagilie 
[ have been extravagant in encouragement—no abſo- 
lute promiſe, Emily,—only a ſufficient quantity of what 
remained in Pandora's box, to hinder the poor youth 
from ſighing too much. | | 


I RECEIVED, ycſterday, a letter from my aunt Cow- 
ley, who continues at Scarborough, with her incompa— 
rable helpmate ;—ſhe informs me that he has received 

much bencft from the waters ;—this ſhe expreſſes with 
| ſuch abundant ſatisfaction, that, did I not know her in- 
capable of deceit, I ſhould think the betrayed a little 
hypocriſy by the aſlertion,—He is one of your northern 
ſparks indeed, Emily !—ever lowering and tut bulent to 
his amiable wife: Pray heaven this indifpoſition may 
ſoften the brutal ferocity of his temper, and incline him 
more to imitate a ſouthern aſpect Though of this, ! 
confeſs, I am rather doubtful; ſince, by the few ob- 
ſervations I have been able to make, I have reaſon to 
think, that when once a man degenerates from what 
Providence intended him to be, and uſurps the ſavage 
demeanour of a brute,—the love of tyranny prevails; 
and exerciſing it over an innocent, patient ſufferer, al- 
fords ſuch inhuman ſatisſaction, that cruelty and male- 

volence ſeldom ends but with life. But enough on this 
diſguſting theme, and let me ſay ſomething of our wor- 
thy friends on the other ſide the copſe, though it wil 
only conſiſt of informing my Emily that they are well. 

DoxNa Clara has heard nothing either from France 
or Spain, which J cannot help thinking very extraor- 
dinary. | 55 | 
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| whoſe preſent weakneſs occaſioned her frequently to reſt 
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WHERE is all the boaſted friendſhip of Madam de 
Beaumont ?—Alas! my Emily! how often does the 
moſt ſolemn profeſſion of that ſacred name vaniſh in air! 
no traces to be ſeen Frequently do I impute the 
pretenſions of friendſhip to what Doctor Goldſmith em- 
phatically ſtiles it; 


« A ſhade that follows wealth or fame, 
«© But leaves the wretch to weep.” 


Fox GIVE me, Emily, ſhould you judge me too ſe- 
vere; and be aſſured, notwithſtanding what I have here 
declared, that I am ſenſible (though many may proſti- 
tute the heaven-born title) it really ſubſiſts between my 
friend and her OYLVIA BEVERLY, 


LET FIR NA. 
From the ſame, to the ſame. 


CENSIBLE that happy events always give de- 
light to the humane boſom of my Emily, I thall 
relate an occurrence that happened yeſterday. 

Dear Lady Silena; Frederic, and I, for the firſt 
time ſince our amiable mother's recovery, paid a viſit at 
Mrs. Benſon's.—It would be needleſs to repeat the ſin- 
cere Joy that was viſible in every countenance on this 
happy occaſion ;!>——Aſter dinner, a walk was propoſed 
in that copſe ſo often mentioned; which, really, Emily, 
appears as if decreed for a principal ſcene of adyentures. 
Mrs. Benſon has been at much expence to render it 
quite agreeable, cutting through ſome of the luxuriant 


| buſhes to form commodious walks, which yet appear 


more the effect of nature than of art. She has likewiſe 
cauſed to be erected, at convenient diſtances, rural ſeats, 
ſomething in that artleſs manner with thoſe in Lord Til- 
ney's gardens they are judiciouſiy placed under the 
ſhade of ſpreading oaks, which render them extremely 
delightful, even at the blaze of noon. 

Tux proved of infinite ſervice to dear Lady Silena, 


when, ona ſudden, the ſweet child came running back ] 


with young Benſon, betrayed marks of fear — but MI. 
Hamilton being with us, I was not in the leaſt diſmayed, de 


nocence, “ No, indeed, Miſs Beverly, we need nat be 


N | ] 


plauding little Harriot's ſagacity, he appearing, at fuſt 


attention, he ſaid, My pretty creature, I hope I did 


euſe my rudeneſs, Ladies, but this beauteous child has 
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on thoſe ruſtic benches ; on one of which, Mrs, W hit. 
worth, and Mrs. Benſon, remained with her, while 
Donna Clara, Frederic, myſelf, and little Harri 
amuſed ourſelves with walking into the thickeſt part d 
the wood, gathering honeyſuckles that grew ſponta- 
neouſly, and twiſted their fragrant branches round the 
ſupporting oaks. | 
THE innocent Harriot running before us, ſeemed the 
fairy queen to whom theſe tranquil ſhades belonged. 
Tnus calm and happy, we proceeded for ſome time, 


to us, ſaying, © Do not let us go any farther, there i; WM An. 
ſomebody ſitting on the graſs,” | | 
Pookx Donna Clara, remembering her adventure 


eſpecially at that time of day,—and therefore aſked Har- fle 
riot whether ſhe would be afraid to ſhow us where the 
perſon was; to which ſhe replied, with her native in- 


afraid, the gentleman was reading, —I am ſure he wil I ,; 
not hurt us, but I came back for fear we ſhould diſturb 1 


BxroRx the lovely girl had well finiſhed this ſpeech, 
the ſtranger advanced he ſeemed about thirty, dreſſcd 
in a riding ſuit of green and gold,—his perſon and de- 
portment extremely elegant, —and I could not help ap- 


ſight, more capable of creating eſteem than fear. 

Hx accoſted us with much politeneſs, but ſeemed ra- 
ther ſurpriſed, (as he afterwards confeſſed) to meet per- 
ſons of our appearance in that obſcure retreat ;—taking 
hold of Harriot's hand, and regarding her with much 


not hinder you from purſuing your innocent amule- 
ment ?”—* No, indeed, Sir:” (anſwered the lovely 
girl) Good God! (exclaimed the ſtranger)—the 
very voice alſo.” Then turning to us, he ſaid, Ex- 
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5. Whit. \wakened the recollection of an event, which bas cauſed 
2 ieh ne infinite affliction; -I almoſt dread to aſk her name, 
ard yet—l beg to know it.“ 
Part of Donna Clara anſwered, © If the name of Marriot 
ponts. Mortimer“ The ſtranger would not ſuffer her to 
und the proceed, but haſtily demanded, it Whitworth was not 
the maiden name of the child's mother ? 
any the Ox being anſwered in the affirmative, ſnatching the 
ed, 


lovely girl to his breaſt, he exclaimed, © Itis! it is my 
child emblem of her mothiee? s Innocence and beauty!“ 
BEFORE the violence of his tranſports were abated, 
Mrs, W hitworth appeared, as wondering at our hay ; 
the enraptured Mr. Mortimer (for ſo he really was) ſoon 


Ce time, 
g back 


here ix 


enture 


new the worthy woman, and was as ſoon recollected 
t Mr, by her, —Infinite were the tender effuſions that paſſed 
ech between them: — While they were thus employed, 1 
Har flew to Lady Silena and Mrs, Benſon, acquainting them 
© Ute with the happy diſcovery, 
YE Tax welcome ſtranger was ſoon introduced, and 
1 be mutual congratulations were reciprocally exchanged; 
ak the lovely little Harriot, rejoicing to find a parent Who 
urb ſo tenderly careſſed her, exhibited the utmoſt raptures 

her innccent heart was capable of; — ſhe clung round the 
eh, neck of her tranſported father, then flew to her grand- 
* mother, and every one of us preſent, telling us all that 
48. ihe had found Papa. 
| 15 AFTER tea, Mrs. Whitworth begged her ſon-1n- 


law to inform her, why he had ſuffered above five years 
to elapſe without enquiring after his unfortunate wife? 
25 to which Mr. Mortimer replied, “ My dear Madam, 


we” your being a ſtranger to the cruc] treatment I received 
ns from my "father, juſtifies a queſtion that, otherwiſe, 
uch | would give me much concern ; ſince the moſt barba- 
= rous bo (J believe) unprecedented uſage, that ever 


child ſuffered, from a parent, was the ouly cauſe of this 
ay ſeeming neglect.—No, Madam, my Harriot's image 
ne was never effaced by time or abſence ; even Nature's 
2 ſympathy was not alone the reafon, which agitated my 


* boſom on the fight of my lovely child the well-remems- 


„ y 
bered features of her mother occaſioned the firſt alarm. 
and when ſhe ſpoke my Harriot's voice ſeemed chu 
by her lively accents. = 

« Bur (continued Mr. Mortimer) the tale is long to 
tell, and my preſent agitation will not ſuffer me to g0 

through the whole this evening; permit me, therefore, 
a ſmall reſpite, and I will inform my dear mother (re- 
ſpectfully kiſſing Mrs. W hitworth's hand) of the whole 
of my perplexing ſtory. 

HE would then have taken his leave, and proceeded 
to an inn about a mile diſtant, where he had left his fer. 
vant and his horſes ;—but Mrs. Benſon would not per- 
mit him to leave them, inſiſting on his ſtaying with her, 
till ſuch time as he had related the promiſed narrative at 
leaſt:—Accordingly, a ſervant was diſpatched to the 
inn, with notice of his remaining there, and orders to 
bring his ſmall retinue to Mrs. Benſon's.— This obliging 
invitation was politely accepted by Mr. Mortimer, and 
about eight o'clock we returned home, leaving this ami- 
able family happy in the ſociety of the welcome ſtranger, 

ADIEv, my Emily, I hope, ere long, to ſatisfy the 
curioſity I have raiſed in my friend, of knowing this 
hero's adventure. Remember, I made frequent com- 
plaints while penning Donna Clara's ftory ;——it now 
ſeems as if my patience was again to be exerciſed, yet, 


9 conſideration of affording entertainment to my Emily, 


it will chearfully be performed by her 8. Bevery. 


LETTER XXX. 
From the ſame, in Continuation. 


XH ORE diſcoveries, Emily ſhow incomprehen- 
ſible are the ſecret diſpenſations of unerring Pro- 


vidence - Occurrences frequently happen, to caſt a 
light on the affairs of ſhort-ſighted mortals, which they 
deem inextricable and obſcure, 

Two days after our firſt ſeeing Mr. Mortimer, he 
obliged Mrs. Whitworth with relating the cruel treat- 
ment he had received from his father, on account of his 
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union with his beloved Harriot. Lady Silena, Frederic, 
:nd I being, by deſire, alſo preſent, Mr. Mortimer be- 
gan, addr eſſing himſelf to his worthy mother as follows: 
" « ] APPREHEND, dear Madam, it will be needleſs 
to relate how ſoon my heart was captivated by the 
charms - (both perſonal and mental) of my Harriot ; 
fince, I ſuppoſe, m amiable auditors have heard the 
whole from yourſelf; I ſhall, therefore, begin at the 
petiod of ſix months after our clandeſtine union; by firſt 
informing you, that my father, being a man of haughty 
and contiacted principles, urged me to conceal my hap- 
pineſs as long as poſſible ; the paultry conſideration of 
ſuperior fortune influencing him beyond the more valu- 
able endowments of beauty and intrinſic merit. From 
vou alſo, Madam, we kept the important ſecret, tho? 
for contrary motives; ſenſible of your tenacious adhe- 
reace to truth, and that you ever deſpiſed ſuch clandeſ- 
tine proceedings, we teared ſoliciting your conſent with- 
out having obtained my father's; and as that we juſtly 
concluded would be impoſſible, ——Love, that power- 
ful deity, diſdained all thoughts of future ſtorms; and, 
happy in each other, we bade defiance to calamity. 

« Tus we lived for near ſix months, without hav- 
ing the leaſt ſuſpicion that our marriage was diſcovered. 
When one day my father told me, that my uncle, who 
was captain of a veſlel trading to Spain, was taken ex- 
tremely ill, and earneſtly deſired to ſee me before he left 
England, The ſhip then lay at Falmouth ready for | 
fail, and therefore my father, with apparent marks of 
affetion, ſaid, Dear Frank, I would have you be ſpee- 
dy in your journey, as I am certain my brother will re- 
gard it as a breach of reſpe& if you do not endeavour to 
ſee him before he leaves England. You know, conti- 
nued he, your uncle is rich, has no family, and there- 
tore prudence as well as duty ſhould influence you to pay 
him proper attention. | 5 | 

«* Tris ſpeech coinciding with my father's known 
ſentiments of lucrative expectations, left me no room to 
doubt of the truth of what he uttered —UnſuſpeQing 

Vor, H. | i edi 8 
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therefore the leaſt deceit, I promiſed to ſet out early the ed, 
next morning tor Falmouth, propoſing to inform my "® 


q Harriot in perſon of my intended | journey; but of this | 8 
I Was diſappointed, my father engaging me the while af. {ne 
{| ternoon and evening in ſome tritling affairs, which ren— ar 
| dered it 1 8 (without giving room for that ſuſpi— oy { 
3 cion I dreaded) to cHect my purpoſe. I however wrote ſtruc 
þ 2 letter after I was in my own chamber, to my Tovdy __ 
| wife, acquainting her with the whole, and promiſing 4 tho! 
1 return with all poſſible expedition, This I gave in my 
| the morning to my own lervant, (who had been en- | 


_ 
— 


truſted with the ſecret of our marriage) to deliver into 
Harriot's own hand, but whether it was received I know 
not, as I was forced to leave the houle before his return; 
though Jam apt to belicve the villain | betrayed me, Ss 
it was impoſſible any other perſon could have informed 
my father of fo many particulars as I tvo ſoon found, 
with inexpreſſible affliction, he had been appriſed of, 
O my arrival at Falmouth, | went on board my 
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uncle? ſhip, and found him in bed in his cabdin, to all | 
appearance extremely ill. | 

„ H pretended infinite joy at ſceing me, applauded N 
my affectionate haſte, ſayins, that he Moti ever re- | 


member | it with the niofl p rental confideration, I own | 
J was rather ſurpriſed at all this eiſuſion of tenderneſs, 
as he was a perſon I never had reſpeted, more than be- 
ing brother to my father, his dif {poſition ever appearing 
brutal; and moroſe, ſordidand avaritious, frequently: gave 
me cauſe to imagine that my death would not much 
grieve him, eſpecially as he was the heir at law to my 
father, in caſe I died without the ; I therefore imagined 
his indiſpoſition had wrought thoſt new— acquired ſenti- 
ments, and brought him to a reſolution of curbing thoſe 
. malevolent prepoſſeſſions incident to his diſpoſition z näy, 
ſo much did he appear my friend from this readineſs to 
viſit him, that after having been more than an hour by 
his bed-fide, T was going to diſcloſe my marriage, and 
beg my friendly uncle to be a mediator between me and 
my father; this I ſhould have uadoubtedly endeavour- 
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ed, had I not at that inſtant perceived by the ſhip's mo- 


tion that ſhe was under fail. 

« SURPRISED at this accident, I roſe. with precipi- 
tancy to diſcover if my imagination did not deceive me; 
when my perfidious uncle on a ſudden gave n whiſtle, 
and three or four ſailots, WII had been properly in- 
{trutted, entered the Labin, and demanded their cap- 
tain's pleaſure; to which, with all the calmneſs of a 
thorough- paced villain, he ſaid, Keep this young man 
in cuſtody till I order you to releaſe him. 

« WO ps are too weak to deſcribe my agitations, ! 
however drew a hanger that hung in the cabbin, and 
ſwore I would facrifice the firſt man who darcd to uſe 
me ill; to which one of the tars replied in the uſual fea 
dialect; wherein he ſignified, that if I pretended to 
make the leaſt reſiſtance I ſhould be put in irons. 

« THEIR infamous commander was by this time 
dreſſed, approved their threats, and now appeared en- 
tirely free from any other diforder than what a brutal 
paſſion exhibited on my accuſing him with perfidy. 

« RESISTANCE was in vain, the hanger was 
wrenched from me, though not before I had given one 
of the ſailors a deep gath on his right arm; this was re- 


turned by my cruel uncle himſelf, with a ſevere ſtroke on 
the head that almoſt ſtunned me, accompanied with an 


horrid oath, and ding me for miſuſing his ſeamen. 

I] then was thruſt into a ſmall cabbin adjoining to 
his own, and two of the ſailors ſet as centinels over me. 
When I came a little to myſelf, I ſoon ſurmiſed the cauſe 
of this perfidy, and which I was aſſured of about an hour 
afterwards, by my uncle's coming to the cabbin, who, 


throwing me a letter, bade me read it, and be d—m'd. 


«© WILLING to know the utmoſt of my wretched- 
neſs, I took the letter, which I ſoon perceived was in 
my father's hand-w ming rate contents theſe. 

% FRANK, 

« As your imbrudent and undutiful diſp»ſition engaged 

you, without my know!edge, to conclude an union with a beg- 


gar,. — I thoug ht it a father” s duty to finger „ 15 much as poſſi- 
2 
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ble, your utter ruin ;this you hardly deſerve, in cinſide 
tion of yaur acting /o clandeſtinely? Your uncle has full | 
ſtruct. ons from me in what manner to ſettle you in Spa 
therefore ſubmit as you ought , which will be ſome atonem, 
for that breach of duty committed ogainſl 
e & Tur offended father, 
R. Mor 


« AFTER having peruſed this torturing epiſtle, 
gave way to all the horrors of deſperation; —— 
raved like a frantic Bedlamite, threatened my relentle 
centinels with that deſtruction I was incapable of effe 

ing, if they did not releaſe me; while they only laug] 
ed at my ſufferings, which conſiderably aggravated m 
madneſs, Sometimes I would call upon the name of m 
beloved Harriot,—and then break out in execration 

on my father, uncle, and myſelf ;—they for betraying 
and I for ſo eaſily believing their perfidious artifices.— 

Thus J ſpent three hours or more, till at length Nature 
unable to ſupport the violence of my agitations, ſunk 
into a calm ;—this was ſucceeded by a ſullen melancho 
ly, which laſted till our arrival in Spain. 

% IT then entered my mind, on reaching the ſhore 
to pretend a reconciliation to my fate, the better to ſe- 
cure m eſcape, which I was determined to attempt the 
firſt opportunity; for the brutal treatment I had receiv- 

ed from my uncle while on board, left me no reaſon to 
believe I ſhould experience better in that unknown king- 
dom. 

« 'Two days after our landing at Cadiz, I was taken 
by my cruel relation (who ſtill kept a cloſe watch over 
all my actions) to Andaluſia, and there recommended 
as a clerk to a conſiderable merchant, who wanted a 

perſon in his counting-houſe who underſtood Engliſh, 
with ſtrong injunctions if I behaved turbulently, to ſend 
me to a factory he had in that part of America known 
by the name of the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, Br 
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